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Mubarak condoles assailant's family 
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Queen In Aswan 

ASWAN, Egypt (Petra) — Her 
Majesty Queen Moor arrived 
here Saturday wrin g lo attend 
meeting* of dm International 
Committee tor the revival of the 
Alexandria Library. Mrs. $«- 
zane Mubarak, wife of the 
tian president, received 
Queen. Senator tadft S taff to 
a cco mp anying the Queen. 

Shfhart licensed 

AMMAN (Petra)— The Cabinet 
Saturday ticemed the Cyprus- 
based Shihan weekly tabloid to 
be issued from Amman as a 
“political and *odd” ra«azine. 
The weekly was cstobHwcd in 
1984. Init 

the Cabinet ako named 
A1 Rasbdan as secretary general 
for the Ministry of Prink Works 
and Houtisg. it also decided to 
send a d elegati on to Criio to 
represent Jordan at a meeting of 
the Arab Economic. and Social 
CoundL 

Ghozall In S. Arabia 

NICOSIA (R) — Algerian Fore- 
ign Minister Ahmad Gbozali ar- 
rived m Saudi Arabia Saturday 
on a tour that has also taken hm 
to Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates, the Saadi Press. 

(SPA) said. SEA gave few 
but the Omani News Agency said 
Gbozali was disc us s i n g tine cur- 
rent fighting in Lebanon and how 
Arab stales coaM end it. 


Egyptian MP ~ . 
produces knife in 
parliament, resigns 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian 
member of parimment pKxmoed 
a knife id the assembly Saturday, 
offered it President Hosni 
Mubarak as a weapon to fight 
malists by spc_ corruption, then zesigiied, par- 
of Japanese-'' liamentary sources sad. They 
said Ahmad Fouad Smtiya of the 
ruling National De mocratic Party 
(NDP) stood op in parliament 
and urged Mubarak, who is abo 
chairman of ti» NDP, to intro- 
duce an anti-corruption law. 
“Allow me to offer a present to 
President Mubarak,” Shetiya 
said, taking out a kxufe hidden in 
his clothes. "I offer tins knife to 
Mubarak to use it in fighting 
widespread corruption in Egypt.” 
Shetiya then announced his res- 
ignation and left the bouse, the 
sources said. He gave no reasons 
for his action. - 
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UAE president 
visits Egypt today 

ABU DHABI (R) — The 
dent of the United Arab 
rates, (UAE) S he ikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan A1 Nahwan, will start an 
official visit to Egypt Sunday, Me 
Emirates news agency WAM re- 
ported. It did not say bow Long he 
wookl-stay. 

India sees 
no need for war 

CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
India's foreign minister said 
Saturday he believed a third war 
with Pakistan over Kashmir could 
be averted. “I don't think there’s 
a need for war,” External Affairs 
Minister Under Gujrat told repor- 
ters of a tfaree-week-oki arias in 
relations with neighbouring 
Pakistan. He was speaking as 
Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto said in Islamabad: “We 
do not want war and we. do not 
want to create a war psychosis.” 
Bhutto added that opting for 
peace did not mean abfmdonmg 
‘ M J “ “■* the 

to 

selfdetermmation.' 
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Video shop set 
* ablaze in Assl 
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CAIRO (R) — Egyptian police 
have arrested 11 sumects m an 
arson attack by Mushm miHtantt 
on a video shop in the cratrai 
town of Asrint, ‘security sources 
_ said Saturday. They quoted 
l,sT . * g * T . Christian shopowner Safwat 
15 - 11 j 1131011 Habib as saying masked 
brandishing knives 
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1 stormed the premises on Friday 
jo t i\- inght, ^dashed petrol on the floor 
2 S and set it alight- Musijm haidHn- 
eis, who want Egyptian trans- 
it $ t< ■ formed into as Islamic state, re- 
J *\ gard videos, threatre s and dne* 
$ !; runs as improper forms ricotor- 
\\ tamment ' 
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destroyed by the Israeli army in the occ upie d Gaza Strip 


W. Bank, Gaza sealed off on 
eve of Communist anniversary 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — braeB troops sea- 
led off major towns in the occu- 
pied West Bank Saturday and 
damped curfews on puts of the 
Gaza Strip as Palestinians cele- 
brated the eighth anmveraary of 
the outlawed racstine Commun- 
ist Party. 

A Palestinian wounded by 
array fire Friday night (fed of his 
wounds, bringing to at least 622 
the toil of Palestinians killed by 
Xsrae&m the 29-mo&th-okJ upris- 
ing a ftwwg t occupation. 

itoope in die occupied Gaza 
Strip shot and wounded four 
teenage protesters in various 
dashes, hospitals reported. 

In Gaza Gty, where Israeli 
forces fired temyra at Comm uni st 
sa n portan mar chi ng with the 
Palestinian flag, stone- thr ower s 
injured a para-military border 
policeman. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuters 
said his colleagues severely dub- 
bed two Palestinian youths. The 
dty*s Ahli Hospital said it 
treating two badly beaten u 


teena- 


ger*. 

Curfews were imposed on the 
city’s Sabra and Zeitoun neigh- 
bourhoods for operational 
reasons, die army said. 

The West Bank towns of Nab- 
lus, Tulkarm and Bethlehem had 
been declared closed mditaxy 
zones “because of suspicions of 
possible planned unrest there,” 
a ccord in g to an army spokes- 
woman. - 

In Ramailah, where Commun- 
ist support is. high, residents of 
the town centre — among them a 
Reuter corresp on dent — were 
confined to their homes until 
finther notice. 

Large numbers of police pat- 
rolled the streets of Arab Jeru- 
salem and fined ramparts of 
the waded oid city. _ - 

The West Bank village of 
Qabatya remained under a cur- 
few imposed after a dash Friday 
in which troops shot dead two 
villagers and wounded at least 
seven, residents said. 

Local hospital staff said 40- 
year-old Abu Ah Suleiman died 


Saturday from an army bullet in 
the head. Abdul Khader Bcmail, 
19, Med Friday, shortly after 
troops shot him in the abdomen, 
they said. 

Ararat welcomes ha, a qu 

Pal estinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat Saturday welcomed the Euro- 
pean Community’s latest mea- 
sures against Israel and said they 
showed the intifada was wmmng 
support for the Palestinian cause. 

In a message to Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip to 
mark the start of the 27th month 
of the uprising, he said: “The 
escalation of the intifada, coupled 
with our fi rm and active political 
stance, adds new assets daily hi 
favour of the cause of our 
people... 

‘ “hr recent weeks... Europe has 
taken p rogressive positions by 
increasing its support for our 
cause and deciding to freeze 
numerous cooperation agree- 
ments with Isr&eL” 


Mandela to be 
released today 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — 
Nelson. Mandela, the symbol of 
unyielding black resistance to 
apartheid, wiH go free Sunday 
after more than 27 years in prison, - 
President F.w. de Klerk 
announced Saturday. 

“Tomorrow will bring ns to the 
end of a long chapter,” de Klerk 
told a news conference. He said 
he readied his decision after con- 
ferring with Mandela Friday 
night. 

The president said he was con- 
vinced Mandela was c o mm itted 
to a peaceful resolution of the 
racial conflict that has plagued 
South Africa for decades. 

The release of Me world's best- 
known political p ri s on er has long 
been viewed as a czudal step 
towards enefing South Africa’s pofi- 
tical stalemate and clearing the 
way for negotiations on power 
sharing between whites arid the 
Mack majority. 


De Klerk, who stunned South 
Africans on Feb. 2 by lifting a 
30-year ban on Mandela’s Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC), 
said die 71-year-oki black leader 
would be freed unconditionally . 

De Klerk said he met Mandela 
on Friday evening until other 
government ministers to tell him 
he would be freed from a life 
sentence. 

“During this meeting Mr. Man- 
dela was informed of the govern- 
ment’s decision concerning his 
rel e a se,” de Klerk told repeaters. 

“As regards the rest of your 
question, with Mr. Mandela he is 
released, he becomes a free 
man — he doesn’t owe ft to me to 
inform me of his programme. I 
haven’t asked him about it 
either,” de Klerk said. 

Mandela has been jailed since 
1962 and is serving a life sentence 
for helping plan the start of the 
ANCs guerrilla campaign. 


Superpowers edge 
towards START 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
United Stales and the Soviet Un- 
ion promised on - Saturday to sign 
an agreement to destroy most of 
their chemical weapons and 
asmounced major p rogres s .to- 
wards a sweeping accord on 
strategic nuclear arms. 

U.S. officials were jubilant that 
a three-day visit to Moscow by 
Secretary of State James Baker 
had cleared the way for a series of 
arms control deals to be signed at 
next June’s s upe rpowe r summit 
in foe United Sates. 

As.Baker left the Soviet capital 
for rapid trips to Bulgaria and 
Romania, a joint statement said 
foe superpowers would work out 
a chemical weapons (CW) agree- 
mesf “rndnrim g— the destruc- 
tion of the bulk of their CW 
stocks to equal tow levels.” 

“They wul proceed with the 
objective of completing and sign- 
ing such an agreement at the June 
1990 summit meeting” between 
U.S. Erewfent George Bush and 


Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, ft said. 

Baker said the deal closely 
mirrored a proposal by Bush test 
year that both sides destroy 80 
per cent of their stockpiles im- 
mediately and later destroy all 
but one or two pei cent after a 
40-nation convention is con- 
cluded in Geneva. 

A separate statement on Bak- 
er's visit reported progress on 
several technical but vital issues 
that have been bokfing up a 
strategic arms reduction treaty 
(START). 

It said Moscow and Washing- 
ton were resolved, to settle all 
major issues by the June summit 
“in order to allow signature of foe 
treaty by the end of foe year.” 

Before leaving Moscow, Baker 
was subjected to tough question- 
ing on Washington's arms policy 
and its. December invasion of 
Panama by deputies , to the Sup- 
reme Soviet (parliament) Foreign 
Affairs Commission- 


PLO helps 
Egypt in 
probe into 
bus attack 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) is helping Egypt investi- 
gate the raid on an Israeli tourist 
bus, a senior PLO official was 
quoted as saying Saturday. 

“The PLO and the Palestinian 
embassy in Cairo are cop e rating 
with Egyptian security bodies 
over the assault,” Saeed Kama], 
the PLO representative in Cairo, 
told Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA). 

His remarks were in apparent 
response to harsh criticism by 
Ibrahim Saada, editor of tire mass 
circulation weekly newspaper 
Akbbar A1 Yom, of the PLO’s 
reaction to die attack. 

Nine Israelis and two Egyp- 
tians were killed and 19 others 
wounded in the raid near Cairo 
Sunday. 

Saada said PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat should have flown 
to Cairo as soon as he heard news 
of the attack “to announce his 
own and his people’s condemna- 
tion of this criminal act.” 

The PLO condemned the 
assault in a brief item on the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA. 

Kamal condemned the assault 
as an attempt to scuttle peace 
efforts and accused unnamed 
“Israeli quarters” of helping the 
attackers smuggle their weapons 
into Egypt. 

He cited a report in Saturday’s 
edition of the semi-offidal news- 
paper A1 Abram that the gre- 
nades used by the assailants were 
U.S.-made and that Israel was. 
the only country m the Middle 
East to have them. 

According to A1 Abram, the 
bus attack was plotted inside 
Israel or the occupied territories. 

AI Abram said the grenades 
used in the attack were U.S.- 
made and “this type of grenade is 
not available in any Middle East 
country except Israel,” said. 

The newspaper quoted an un- 
named official of the Interior 
Ministry which is responsibile for 
internal security, for the re port 

Published reports have pointed 
steadily to a Palestinian connec- 
tion. 


Crown Prince: World should be made 
aware of illegitimacy of settlements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hass&n 
Saturday warned against foe in- 
creasing Soviet Jewish influx to 
the Israefi-ocupied West Bank 
and Gaza and said that the prim- 
ary task at this time was to 
highlight the illegitimacy of set- 
tling Jews in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

In an interview broadcast by 
British radio, the Crown Prince 
stressed that any Israeli attempt 
to setle Soviet Jews in the occu- 
pied territories “wiH allow the 
forces of and eviction to 

become the sign of our timet." 

The Crown Prince said that 
de m o grap hy was die “main issue 
of the hour and it is a legal issue 


which has to be reassessed in all 

international forums, especially 

on the level of the United Na- 
tions.” 

Tbs will aflow (the world) to 
be convinced drat Israel’s settle- 
ment policy in the occupied terri- 
tories shook! be rejected in its 
essence and is illegal Prince 
Hassan said. 

The Grown Prince posed a 
question to die United Nations: 
‘Twenty yean after U.N. Re- 
solution 242 was endorsed what 
has been done to implement it in 
practice?” 

“This resolution aj pnfo tgt that 
occ up y i ng lands of others by 
force b illegal and it also stresses 
the illegitimacy of settlement in 


the occupied territories,” he said. 
.• Prince Hassan added that if the 
issue was to be simplified it could 
be <nn n mwiw< in that “many of 
the countries look today to the 
idea of peaceful solution as the 
remedy to all hot regional issues, 
especially eonfrnwtarinnal issues 
in the region. 

“Many of these countries 
sometimes forget that there are 
foundations to reaching this cal- 
led-for peaceful solution, such as 
respecting U.N. resolutions 
which called for Israeli withdraw- 
al from foe occupied territories. 

“Then we would reach an in- 
ternational peace conference 
which would guarantee the needs 
and demands of the Arab Palesti- 


nian people in relf-determinatfoo 
on their land,” he said. “We 
honestly feel that the Middle East 
issue has become a side interest 
to many countries.” 

Prince Hassan called on the 
major powers of the world to 
shoulder their responsibility in 
respecting the various human 
rights, including the human rights 
of the Palestinian people. 

“We are addressing foe inter- 
national conscience and the su- 
perpowers to find human solu- 
tions to the issues of human rights 
in the world but not at the ex- 
pense of the oldest cause in the 
world ... the cause of Palestinian 
self-determination,” the Crown 
Prince said. 


Bad ran 
defends 
interest on 
loans for 
development 

By Nermeen Mnrad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran Saturday asked 
Muslim Brotherhood members 
the Lower House of Parliament 
not to consider nominal interest 
on loans as usury (interest on 
loans banned in Islam) but toyee 
ft as a natural pre caution ag a me 
fluctuations in cK hi ng B rates 
over long periods of time. 

“I wish your house will form an 
economic and financial commit- 
tee to calculate the interest we 
pay over 20 years and ft wfll find 
that we do not pay any interest at 
all,” Badran told the House. 

The p re mi e r 's st at e ment came 
in response to Muslim Brother- 
hood deputies’ arguments against 
approving three development 
loans from Kuwait and Sa u di 
Arabia canyiu a nominal annual 
interest of 4.5 per cent. 

“We are not deafing in sflver or 
gold which do not change prices; 
we are dealing in banknotes 
which fluctuate in value according 
to their foreign exchange rates,” 
Badran said. 

He added that loans were the 
only means to acquiring 


there was someone in 
the world (who) would give us a 
loan without interest.” 

He explained that most of the 
Kingdom’s loans were for de- 
velopment project and not com- 
mercial banowmgs. “If you want 
to stop these loans, there wiH be 
no more development in this 
country,” he saod. 

The alternative to accepting 
loans with in terest, according to 
Badran, still be allowing the lend- 
ing country to acquire shares in 
the related project. 

*^We have stared some of our 
projects with some cou ntr ies and 
they took 20 per cent of foe 
project,” Badran said. The gov- 
ernment was then btemed for 
“letting go” of such a large por- 
tion of a successful pro j ect, be 
said. 

“All these projects are ex- 
tremely snco esa m l and very pro- 
fitable and they cover their own 
loans,” foe prime minister said. 

Muslim Brotherhood Deputy 
Hammam Safd cou nter ed this 
theory by saying that loans consti- 
tute a “national disaster because 
we pay interest on our loans in 
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Jordan will support U.N. 
move to tackle Soviet influx 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will support 
a "Mating of foe United Nations 
Security Council to discuss the 
impfications of Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to tiie Israeli-occupied 
territories. Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran told reporters Saturday. 
■ The premier was an sw erin g a 
question on Jordan's position to- 
wards reports from the U.N. of 
opposition among members of 
the Security Council to Soviet 
Jewish immigration and specula- 
tion among Arab diplomats there 
that the problem could become 
an issue in the connciL 


According to Badran, Jordan 
has requested the Soviet Union to 
freeze Soviet Jewish immigration 
to Israel “until the Palestinian 
problem is solved so that the 
immigration would not be to foe 
territories occupied in 1967." 

Information Minister Ibrahim 
Iraedine told the Jordan Tunes 
that Jordan considers any U.N. 
move in tins regard as an effort to 
minimise the influx of Jews to 
Israel and the occupied lands. 

“Any international move to 
decrease thk immigration or stop 
it completely would be an indica- 
tion of partial acceptance of Arab 
~ i on this issue,” Izzcdinc 


Badran said Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to the occupied terri- 
tories at fofc time “will mean 
talcing practical steps towards 
undermining peace o ppo rt un ities 
in the region.” 

The prune minister criticised 
U.N. calls on the Soviet Union to 
increase its cooperation in the 
Middle East by allowing direct 
flights between Moscow and Tel 
Aviv. “Is there a connection be- 
tween direct flights and the pro- 
tection of h uman rights?” he 
asked. 

“If there are going to be (fired 
flights then this would be another 

(Co n t i nued tm page 3) 


Lower House calls for 
revival of ‘Eastern Front’ 


By Nermeen Mnrad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Saturday called on 
the leaders of Jordan, Syria, Iraq 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to unite their 
efforts in face of Israeli threats. 

“We call on the Arab leaders 
to mure as leaders and work on 
our unity as people and land in 
face of our one enmity Israel,” 
Jerash Deputy Hussein Mnjafli 
said in his proposal to the House 
to send telegrams to foe four 
leaders. 

“Let us adopt a united Arab 
nationalist position... not contra- 


dictory regional positions,” Mn- 
jafii said in his proposal. 

The Lower House voted Satur- 
day in favour of foe proposal bnt 
the text of the telegrams was not 
written during Saturday's session. 

In essence, the proposal is for 
the revival of a 33-year-old “East- 
ern Front” concept The idea was 
initiated in 1956 by Jordan, Syria 
and Egypt box was never im- 
plemented because of foe tripar- 
tite attack on Egypt by France, 
Britain and Israel. 

The idea was revived after foe 
1967 war and the Eastern Front 
was then formed by Jordan, Syria 
and Iraq with its headquarters in 
Sweda in Syria and was headed 


by an Iraqi officer. The Eastern 
Root fell apart in 1973 because of 
Arab differences. 

The House also adopted a 
proposal tabled by several de- 
puties to send a message to Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd - wwhmi ri nf 
foe assassination of two Saudi 
diplomats in Thailand earlier tins 
month. 

The two proposals came at the 
end of Saturday’s regular session 
Ailing which a number of de- 
puties presented the House with 
“pressing issues” which they felt 
needed immediate attention. 

Most of the 21 deputies discus- 
sed the recent Ministry of Labour 
(Continued on page 3) 


Dugmi explains toxic waste 
disposal; Jardaneh reveals rents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Municipal, Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Karecm 
Dugmi told the Lower House of 
Parliament Saturday that 
Jordan has many chemical waste 
plants and Minis ter of Finance 
Basel Jardaneh told foe House 
that his mmistiy pays JD 175,000 
mmat rent for the bmkfing it 
occupies. Both ministers were 
answering deputies questions. 

In a reply to a question by 
deputy Nayef Abu Taeh (South’ 
Bedouins district) about die dis- 
posal (rf chemical waste in foe 
c o un try, Dugmi said Jordan has 
several plants that produce che- 
mical waste. But he did not go 
into specifics. 


He said that uncontrolled dis- 
posal of tins waste “threatens the 
ecological elements and is a dan- 
ger to pnblic health.” 

He raid that since mid-1980 
many committees were formed to 
find suitable methods of disposal 
and rites for this purpose. 
Marry sites were chosen only to 

be dropped later because of their 
proximity to populated areas, the 
minister said. One rite was aban- 
doned because ft lay next to 
military training field, he said. 

The minister said at last a site 
was chosen, 38 kilometres north- 
east of Swaqa south of Amman. 
He said geological studies proved 
the site was not conducive to 
seeping of foe waste into ground 


water. 

Dugmi outlined producers for 
the use of the dump site and said 
that many other procedures had 
yet to be adopted and applied. 

He said moving the site to the 
east was not possible as inquired 
by Abu Tayyeh. “Moving east 
would endanger Azraq and 
Sirhan water basins, to the south 
would gett i ng dose to mi li t ary 
zones, mid west and north would 
infringe on bedouin areas,” Dug- 

on a platnwl. 

Dugmi concluded by saying 
that dry batteries used by hemse- 
hokls and disposed of recklessly 
contain toxic material and that In 

(Continued on page 3] 


Mutiny in Aoun ranks amid continuing battles 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rival 
forces battled with artillery and 
mofhiw guns in Beirut Saturday, 
violating a shaky ceasefire in a 
12-day-old power straggle, wfafle 

rotting corpses lay in the saiper- 
infested streets. 

A radio station reported a 
mutiny among rebel General 
Michel Aotm’s 19,000 troops as 
they and the Lebanese R&ces 
militia commanded by. 
Geagea ap p ea red to be 
for another round of 


The two sides dashed during 
the night and early moraing with 
wadiiw gnus in several embat- 
tled districts of east Beirut. Snip- 
ers d u elled constantly as they 
dashed for 90 minutes of heavy 
shelling. 

The police spokesman said 
three people were killed and four 
wounded in the sheHmg before it 
snbriried into intermittent ex- 
arosnd 10 a.m. ‘(0800 


«■ 


Hundreds of civilians fled the 
Christian endave north of Beirut 
seeking refuge in other tepdos. 

A pofioe spokesman said the 
f hwa fmt in ft p /Ttrratian mria oe 
“does not indicate that the cease- 
fire’s going to hold.” 


By pofioe count, at least 433 
people have been killed and 1,684 
wounded, most of them rivifians, 
since the battle for control of the 
enclave brake out Jan. 30. 

Military sources said Lebanese 
Forces nrifitiamen were putting 
up strong resistance to an assault 
by Aoun’s troops on three ridges 


northeast of Beirut which com- 
mand the LF strongholds of 
Keserwan and Joumeh port. 

In Beirut itself, the rivals 
'traded heavy tank, artillery and 
mortar fire, sending white smoke 
bflk>wing over the capital. 

The 10,000-man LF and 
Aoun’s 15,000 troops agreed the 
latest ceasefire Thursday after 
pro-Syrian nrifitiamen bviflt up 
their forces around the Christian 
enclave. 

Military sources said the army, 
which began its Offensive at 
dawn, was making heavy going 
against LF positions in the hilltop 
villages of Rayftnm and 

Ajaltonn, some 18 kilometres 
northeast of Beirut 

The Voice of Lebanon, month- 
piece of the anti-Aom Fafange 


Party, broadcast a statement by 
Colonel Pan! Fans announcing 
tiie mutiny in the general's army. 

Fans declared the creation of 
the “Neutral Army Forces” with 
headquarters in the coastal town 
of Amsheet north of Beirut; 
which is controlled by Geagea’s 
forces. 

He called on “fellow sokfien 
... to refuse Aoun’s orders and 

immediately join the ranks of the 

Neutral Army Forces. Leave 
Aoun’s army now before it’s too 
late.” 

Addressing the 54-year-old 
Aoim, Fans said: “Yon are a 
crimmal general ... responsible' 
for all the massacres being com- 
mitted against your people. The 
least you deserve is mcecntion by 
a firing squad.” 
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Lebanese flee to safety 


during lull in fighting 


LARNACA, Cyprus (AF) — Nearly 500 refugees 
fleeing the fi ghting in Lebanon between rival Christ- 
ian forces arrived in JT«amaca Saturday aboard a 
ferry, the first to reach Lebanon in a week, and one 
“It was hdl.” 


The bine and white Sunny Boat 
steamed into Larnaca on the 
south coast of Cyprus after a 
nine-hour, 160-kilometre over- 
night voyage from Jounieh, 17 
kilometres north of Beirut. 

It sailed for the embattled 
Christian enclave Friday after a 
shaky ceasefire was declared be- 
tween rebel Gen. Michel Aoun’s 
troops and the Lebanese Forces 
(LF) militia. 

Despite the trace, both sides 
dashed Saturday and one of two 
British government officials 
aboard the ferry noted: “It’s far 


living in the 


from over yet.’ 

Many of the refugees came 


from Christian districts of east 
Beirut like Asfaiafiyeh, winch have 
been the scene of fierce battles 
since the fighting erupted on Jan. 
30. 


notice of die 
houses,” he 

“Sometimes they used die pre- 
sence of non-combatants in die 
bouses as cover,” Ephraim 
noted. 

A black-haired young mother 
with a girl of about three years 
old in her lap sat crying softly as 
she waited at die Cypriot im- 
migration desk for her passport^to 
be stamped. 

She refused to speak. But a 
friend said she had been sepa- 
rated from her husband and 10- 
day-old baby during the fighting. 

“We don’t know if they’re ahve 
or dead,” the friend told repor- 
ters. 


Many had huddled in base- 
ments and bomb shelters for days 
and used the ceasefire to make a 
run for it to Jounieh. 

“It’s been terrible with all the 
fighting that raged around us,” 
said Hala Habash, a middle-aged 
Christian woman accompanied by 
two teenaged children. 

“It was hell,” lamented Nawaz 
Ephraim, 19, who was accom- 
panying his mother and two 
younger sistera. 

“It was very dangerous during 
the fighting. Gunmen moved 
from home to house during the 
street fighting. They took no 


A distraught middle-aged 
woman with a heavily bandaged 
foot limped off the ferry and her 
husband, who declined to be 
identified, said she had been 
wounded in the fighting. 

“It was very ted in Ashra- 
fiyeb,” said Alfred Heykal, a 
Christian businessman accompa- 
nied by ins wife and two fright- 
ened little gills clutching (tolls 
tightly . 

AF ter sheltering in a basement 
for days “we decided to take 
advantage of the ceasefire to 
drive to Jounieh yesterday,” 
Heykal said. 

“But there was no ceasefire. 
There was shooting all the way 
and it was very frightening. It’s 
wonderful to be fame, safe,” be 


The two British officials de- 
clined to give their names, but 
pin they had been on an official 
visit to the British embassy in 
Beirut. 

“The Lebanese have done 
some futile things before, but this 
must be die most futile ever,” 
one said of the savage internecine 
bloodletting in which more than 
400 people have been killed. 

“The damage in Dbayeh is 
quite extraordmaxy,” he added, 
referring to die coastal town 
north of Beirut that Aoun’s 
forces wrested from the Lebanese 

Forces in hand-to-hand fighting 
a week ago. 

Jounieh itself, held by the 
Lebanese Forces, appeared to 
have escaped heavy damage, 
apart from the military barracks 
and nearby buildings in the port 
area, die British official added. 

He said that be and his com- 
rion had to drive to Jounieh 
Beirut by a cir c uito us route 
over the mountains because the 
mam coastal highway has been 
cut by the fighting 

'There are rival checkpoints 
everywhere,” he added. 

Efctathios Eftsatiriou/a Cyp- 
riot officer aboard the Lamaca- 
based Sunny Boat, said the feny 
had not come under fire when it 
slipped info Jounieh. 

“But just before we sailed from 
Jounieh we saw a amll boat that 
had just left die port being shel- 
led as it sped toward Beirut,” be 
said. 

They were told the boat be- 
longed to die Lebanese Forces 
and was heading for Beirut with 
' supplies for units isolated there 
since die capture of Dbayeh, Ef- 
statbioa said. 


Sudan frees 33 former politicians 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan’s military government has 
released from jail 33 former 
potitirians, including the leader 
of the disbanded Communist Par- 
ty, the official news agency re- 
ported Saturday. 

like leaders of other political 
parties, Communist Mohammad 
Ibrahim Nugud was put under 
house arrest, the Sudan News 
Agency (SUNA) said. 

He was the last to be released 
of die political party heads when 
the military overthrew Prime 
Minister Sadck Al Mahdi’s civi- 
lian government on June 30 and 
banned parties. 

The news agency said the latest 
releases occurred Friday. It said 
die 33 put under house arrest 
with Nugud included former- 
Energy Minister Bashir Omar 


and Abdul Rasoul Al Nour, for- 
mer governor of Kordofan re- 
gion. Both were prominent mem- 
bers of Mahdfs Umma Party. 

Nugud and the others were 
released “in pursuit of the revolu- 
tion’s efforts to unite the internal 
front and its belief in eventual 
national unity, which is a major 
pillar of national salvation.” the 
agency said. 

The number of political de- 
tainees remaining in jail is not 
known. 

Meanwhile Zaire is emerging 
as chief mediator in Sudan's crvfl 
war anrid signs that Egyptian 
President Hosm Mubarak is re- 
luctant to continue peace efforts. 

They said any peace talks be- 
tween Kharfonm’s military junta 
and the Sudan Peoples’ Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) were likely to 


be held in Zaire under the au- 
of President Mobutu Sese 


Mubarak, current chairman of 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty (OAu), has in recent months 
become increasingly frustrated at 
the slow pace of negotiations, 
they added. 

Two rounds of talks between 
die SPLA and the junta, which 
seized power last June, have col- 
lapsed. Hie two sides recently 
resumed fi ghting in southern 
Sudan. 

Several junta members have 
recently said the third round of 
peace talks would be held in 
Cairo under Mubarak's auspices. 
But stale Radio Omdunnan said 
Saturday that Mubarak had asked 
Mobutu to mediate in the 
Sudanese conflict. 


Eritrean rebels capture Massawa 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Rebels 
in Ethiopia’s northern province 
Eritrea said they captured the 
strategic Red Sea Port Massawa 
Saturday after Launching a major 
offensive two days ago. 

"The entire town is under the 
control of the EPLF,” Yeznane 
Gabre Meskel, a spokesman for 
the Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF) told Reuters by 
telephone from London. 

“We received the news about 
an hour ago, but have no more 
details for the time being,” he 
added. 

The offensive, begun Thursday 
along a front said by the rebels to 
be 200 kilometres long, ended a 
nearly year-long hill in fighting in 
the region and plunged all four of 
Ethiopia’s northern provinces 
back into the throes of dnl war. 

It also jeopardised plans by the 
United Nations to provide relief 
food in the next few months for 
an estimated 4 million drought 
victims in northern Ethiopia, 
mostly in the provinces of Eritrea 
and Tigre. 

The attack by the EPLF came as 
the government appeared to be 
containing another offensive 


farther south by the Ti g re Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front (TPLF), a 
separate insurgent group. 

In an unusually quick acknow- 
ledgement, the government in 
Addis Ababa confirmed the new 
outbreak of fighting in Eritrea in 
a statement Friday night. A gov- 
ernment radio station in Asmara, 
die capital of Eritrea, said the 
battle was still raging Saturday. 

The government said the new 
fight ing “has now dimmed the 
prospects of resolving the Erit- 
rean problem through the stalled 
peace talks” and accused the re- 
bels of “using the peace talks as a 
subterfuge to prepare extensively 
for this destructive war.” 

The government and Eritrean 
rebels conducted preliminary 
peace talks in Nairobi, Kenya, 
late last year with former U.S. 
President Emmy Carter as a 
mediator. They ted agreed to 
resume negotiations early this 
year. 

The government said the Erit- 
rean rebels’ mam objective appea- 
red to be the capture of Massa- 
wa, the largest of only two ports 
on Ethiopia’s Red Sea coast. The 
other is at Asab, near die coun- 


try’s border with Djibouti. 

In a clandestine radio broad- 
cast, the rebels said earlier that 
they had taken control of the 
road from Asmara to Massawa, 
about 60 kilometres northeast of 
the provincial capital, in what 
they described as “a crushing 
offensive.” 


“The operation was very 
broad and swift and the victory 
very great,” said the Voice of die 
Broad Masses of Eritrea. 


The Tigrean rebels, based in 
die province just south of Eritrea, 
launched their own affenave last 
August, pushing government 
troops out of their last remaining 
strongholds in Tigre and sweep- 
ing south and east into the pro- 
vinces of WoDo and Gondor. 


The government declared a 
mass mobQisatkm in September 
and in a counterthrust that began 
in January recaptured some of 
die towns and garrisons taken 
earlier by the Tigrean insurgents. 

Although their aims are diffe- 
rent, the Eritrean and Tigrean 
rebels have coordi na ted attacks 
against the government in' the 


cuts to 


Israel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Seventy-three senators have writ- 
ten Preadent George Bush to 
oppose any cuts in aid for Israel 
and Egypt, the largest recipients 
of U.S. assistance. 

“In the Middle East, we should, 
reaffirm the support of the Un- 
ited States for uphohfigg our 
foreign assistance commitments 
to Israel and Egypt,” die senators 
said in a letter organised by Sen. 
Pete Wilson, a Republican, and 
Sen. Carl Levin, a Democrat 

The Senators’ letter, delivered 
to the White House Wednesday 
but not publicly released until 
Friday, was written in reaction to 
proposals — first advanced by 
Senate minority leader Bob Dole 
— to trim aid to Israel, Egypt, 
Turkey, the Philippines and 
Pakistan. Those countries re- 
ceived about SO per cent of the 
total U.S. foreign aid budget 

Dole said reducing money for 
the five countries by S per cent 
would generate more money for 
other countries, namely those in 
Eastern Europe. 

Bush administration officials 
have called for more flexibility in 
dividing up die foreign-aid pie. 

The Bush budget for fiscal 1991 
totals about $14 trillion. Tradi- 
tionally, Israel receives about $3 
billion annually from the United 
States, with Egypt receiving ab-' 
out $23 trillion. 

The 73 senators said they want 
to see die United States “rein- 
force dm democratic trends in the 
nations of Eastern Europe.” 

“Budgetary realities force us to 
make difficult choices, but retren- 
ching on onr commitment to 
assistance to Israel and Egypt 
would not be a wise choice,” they 
wrote. 


Soviet flights to Israel 


Meanwhile more than 60 sena- 
tors, including, majority leader 
George Mitchell and Dole, have 
urged Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to implement a Dec. 6, 
1989 agreement between the 
Israeli and Soviet airiiiies to 
transport Soviet Jews to Israel. 

In a letter dated Feb. S, the 
senators explained that tbe agree- 
ment “to advance air transport 


and aerial services..?- b etween -! 
Soviet and Israeli points dfreedy” 
was scheduled for implementa- 
tion on Jan. 1, bat that “as of this 
day, no actions related to the 
agreement have been taken.” 

The senators said they have 
been assured that “all aspects of 
authorisation for the Soviet Jew- 
ish emigres to leave for Israel 
already have been arranged,” in- 
clndnig exit visas, money for tran- 
at and airline tickets. In spite of 
that, the Israeli mission that con- 
ducted the negotiation has been 
informed that “ ap proval for im- 
plementation must come from the 
‘political level’ of the Soviet 
Union.” 


Kuwait, Oman to discuss 
Soviet Jewish emigration 


MUSCAT (AP) — Hie Emir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, arrived Saturday for 
three days of consultations with 
Sultan Qaboos on efforts to curb 
Soviet Jewish emigr ation to Israel 
and other issues. 

The Oman News Agency said 
the enrir, acco mpan ied by a de- 
legation irahwimg his foreign and 
finance ministers, was greeted at' 
the airport by Sultan Qaboos as a 
21-gun sal ut e boomed out. 

Official sources, speaking on 
coxufitkm of anonymity, said that 
the issue of tbe expected flood of 
Soviet Jews to Israel in tbe next 
few years was one of the top 
priorities in the two leaders' 
talks. 

Saltan Qaboos is the c ur r en t 
chairman of tbe 6-nation Guff 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
which also includes Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, itahrawij Qatar 
and Hip, United Arab Emirates. 

The emir is currently chairman 
of the 46-member of Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference 
(OIC), an umbrella organisa tion 
for the wozfafs estimated 1 trillion 
Mus&nbL - 

In a recent message, the emir 
castigated both tbe Soviet Union 
as weD as the United States for 
allowing die Jewish emigration to 
IsraeL 

There has been a furor in the 
Arab and Islamic World since 


Tnarii Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said earlier this month 
that he expected hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jews to set- 
tle in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

These areas, seized by Israel in 
1967, roughly encompass the 
Palestinian stale proclaimed by 
tbe Palestine National Council 
(PNC), foe Palestine parlia- 
ment, in 1988. 

The expected exodus of Soviet 
Jews to lsrael follows Moscow’s 
loosening of emigration restric- 
tions, and the tightening of U.S. 
immi gration laws. 

The Arabs are angry that die 
United States, which has tradi- 
tional close Kwks i with the GCC 
countries, has restricted entry 
visas for Soviet Jews at a tone 
when the Soviets have opened 
their doors. 

The Kuwaiti and Omani rulers 
aim head GCC efforts to break 
the deadlock in peace talks be- 
tween Iran and Iraq following the 
August 1988 United Nations- 
sponsored ceasefire in the Gulf 
war. 

The officials said that Sheikh 
Jaber and Sultan Qaboos will 
diams joint economic projects 
and ways to boost trade. 

Oil exports are tbe backbone of 
the GCC countries’ economies 
and all six are working to diver- 
sify and form a common market. 


Sister launches new bid to 


free Lebanon hostage 


UNITED NAHONS (AP) — 
Peggy Say, whose brother Terry 
Anderson is die Western hostage 
held longest in Lebanon, has said 
she wifl meet with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in an effort to win 
his release. 

She said she also hopes to see 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
die Soviet Union and banian 
leaders. Anderson and most of die 
17 other Western captives in 
Lebanon are believed held by 
Shfite Muslim extremists loyal to 
ban. 

During a three-week tear of 
Europe and the Middle East, 
Mrs. Say will confer with Pope 
John Paul II, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury Robert Runrie and lead- 
ers of the Red Gross, human 
rights organisations and other 
groups. 

'©rirthe eve of her fourth- -trip 
to the* Middle East, she told a 
news conference: “I've come 
back empty-handed before and I 
fear I may do so again.” 

Mrs. Say spoke to reporters 
after meeting with Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
She said she was convinced the 
United Nations and President 
Bush were working for the re- 
lease of her brother, who is chief 
Middle East correspondent of the 
Associated Press and was kidnap- 
ped on March 16, 1985. 

The Bush administration 
appears to care more about the 
hostages than tije Reagan admi- 
nistration, which she had criti- 


cised for inaction, Mrs. Say told 
tile news conference. She added 
that U.S. “policy is dictated by the 
American people and, frankly, 
the American people don’t care 
about the hostages.” 

She and her husband, David, 
were expected to leave Saturday 
with an AP delegation in hopes of 
gaining news of her brother, who 
. is one of eight Americans among 
tile hostages. 

Mrs. Say, of Kentucky, will 
also visit LLN. Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
Director Federico Mayor in Paris 
and Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa of Syria in Damascus. 

She said she hoped to see 
Gorbachev and that better U.S.- 
Soviet relations and the improved 
international rftnmtg are positive 
factors for, the hostages. 

;T‘ “This * time of 'freedom 
^ around the world,” she 1 said. 
5 “The hostages have suffered 
enough.” 

banian officials have not re- 
sponded to efforts to arrange a 
meeting. Sheikh Mohammad 
Hussein FadlaOab, the spiritual 
head of HizboDah, believed to be 
an umbrella group for Shi’ite 
Muslim kidnappers, refused to 
meet with tbe group outside 
Lebanon. 

Mrs. Say said a visit to Iran 
would be very important and 
expressed hope that release of the 
hostages would be* part of an 
overall improvement m U.S. -Ira- 
nian relations. 


Afghan rebels seek military victory 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — 
Muslim rebels said Saturday the 
only route to peace in Afghanis- 
tan after 11 years of civil war was 
on the battlefield — not through 
the negotiating table. 

“A nriKtary victory is our only 
option,” said Suleiman Shah, a 
spokesman for a joint rebel news 
agency called Nfidia. “Unless we 
make progress mOftarily we won’t 
get any concessi on s from the Rus- 
sians or convince our American 
supporters to stay with us.” 

Another rebel spokesman, 
Sadar Nassexy, said the guerril- • 
las, known as Mujahedeen, 
would never negotiate with 
Afghan President Najibullah. 

“We are ready to talk to the 
Soviet Union, but, only on the 
condition that they offer us an 
agenda before the meetings,” be 


said. 

. Moscow has reportedly been 

fmriing miHfar y and htrmam ta- 

rian shipments worth about $300 
million a month to its Communist 
allies, in Kabul. 

Last February, the Kremlin 
withdrew the last of its combat 
troops from Afghanistan after 
nine years of military interven- 
tion. 

Some 'Western analysts pre- 
dicted a quick rebel victory fol- 
lowing the Soviet troop with- 
drawal. 

But a year later, the govern- 
ment forces remain in control of 
Afghanistan's cities and tbe re- 
bels, who are largely financed fay 
the United States, control large 
chunks of the countryside. 

“Why should the Russians 
want to negotiate?” Shah asked. 


“They think their Communists 
are in a better position than when 
they left and there have been no 
steady mflitaiy gains by the Mu- 
jahedeen,” he said. 

“There won’t be any political 
victory without mflitaiy succes- 
ses,” Shah sa id. 

The winter months are militari- 
ly slow because waist-deep snow 
dogs the nigged mountain paths 
that link Afghanistan to Pakistan, 
where the Muslim guerrillas are 
based. 

Shah said the United States has 
promised the rebels a large infu- 
sion of weapons sometime in the 
spring in preparation for tbe start 
of the summer fighting season. 

“Hie Americans have prom- 
ised the weapons, but yon can’t 
.always rely on those promises,” 
be said. 


U.S. Jewish leaders 


favour land-for-peace 


Wolf Blitzer 

Post 


WASHINGTON — A national 
survey of American Jewish lead- 
ers shows that a dedave-76 per 
emit would favour Israel’s trading 
land on the West Bankand Gaza 
Strip for “credible guarantees" of 
Arab peace. ■ 

Only 16 per cent of the. 780 . 
Jewish leaders polled would 
oppose the notion, of territorial 
c omprom ise, with the rem ainin g 
8 per cent expressing uncertainly. 

Hie survey, funded by the 
Jsrael-Diaspora Institute, a Tel 
Aviv public policy “think tank,” 
is the most exhaustive sampling 
to of opinion among Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders, i n dudin g loc- 
al federation p ro fe ssi o nals and. 
volunteers, rabbis and synagogue 
executives and other organisa- 
tional beads, ft was conducted by 
tiie Washington office of Market 
Facts, Inc., under the auspices of 
Queens College Professor Steven 
M. Cohen. 

On another sensitive point, the 
Jewish leaders, by an overwhelm- 
ing majority of 73 pet cent to 20 
per cent, supported the need for 
Israel to talk directly to the FLO 
if it recognised Israel's right to 
exist and renounced terrorism. 

But 78 per cent responded to a 
separate question by agreeing 
that the FIX) is stfll determined 
to destroy IsraeL 

“What might appear as a con- 
tradiction is a practical expression 
of Jewish leaders* ‘American- 
ism,”’ explained Dr. Arye Car- 
toon, president of the IsraeL-Di- 


aspora Institute. “Americans 
often join the table with then- 
adversaries, but do not necessari- 
ly always eat whafs seraed.”. 

On tbe whole, 4he pollshowed 
that the American Jewish leaders 
were more “dovish” on Israel’s 
fo reign policy issues -than the . 
political leadership in Israel. ^ 

Thus, when asked whether* - 
Palestinians had a right to ;a 
hosadaod in the West Bank mid 
Gaza if it did not threaten Israel, 

53 per cent responded yesj .35 per 
cent said no, and the -rest' said 
they srere “not sure.” 

Asked whether they.. thought 
there would be a Palestinian state 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
“sooner or later,” 51 per cent 
agreed,. 21 per cent disagreed, 
and the rest were uncertain; ; 

Sixty-three per cent agreed that 
' fert icPs continued occupation of 
the territories “will etodelsraeFs : 
democratic Character,” with 29 ^ 
per cent (fisagreemg. 

On other issues, only .J& pcr 
caitoftheJewishleaderstiKHigiir 
that American Jews should be 
involved in Israeli foreignpoiky . 
matters, yet 88 per cent sup- 
ported involvement r on non- - 
security-related issoes,such as 
“who is . a. Jew.” . : ; ' • 

Orthodox leaders in America 
differed dramatically from, their 
Conservative and Refrain, col- 
leagues. T he O rthodox vfere far 
less sympathetic to conriKatpr; 
gest ure s to the Palestinians, to 
pubKdy criticising Israel, .and to 
opposing changes in the “who b a 
Jew” legislation. 



Israeli major refuses post In W. Bank 


TEL AVIV — An Israeli army major in the reserves has been 
jailed for iefbsirig to serve in the tenitories, becoming' the 
highest-ranking rokfia to be imprisoned for the offence rince the 
start of die. intifada; Zvi Nirel was also 'the 100th soldier to be 
imprisoned since the start of die uprising for refusing" service in 
the territories. He was sentenced Wednesday to 25 days in jafl. Of 
the 100 sdkfieis jailed daring the uprising; 11 were officers, 
according to tbe Yesh Gvul movement. Twenty-two of . those 
imprisoned saved more than one jafl tom. Ova 1,600 reserve 
soldiers have signed a Yesh Gvul petition declaring their .-refmal 
to take part in the army's “repressive acts in the territories”— 
The Jerusalem POsl ■ . ; ' - 




Expelled Greek diplomat leaves Turkey 


A Greek diplomat ordered oat by.Trakzgrm a 
tit-for-tat expulsion left for Athens. Saturday, airport :/etSaak 
sandL EKas Klis, codsutgeneral m Istanbul, returned 
Athens last week told Kemal Got, Turkey’s consuLgencralip the 
northern town of Komotini, to leave. Gur had referred to lifnsfim __ 
minority in western Thrace as “fellow comrtiymen”mKj “atizens 
of Turkish origin.” - v 


French mediator arrives in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AF) — Laden Bitteriin, head of a pro- Arab French 
lobbying group who helped negotiate the release of two lddnap- 
ped French children in 1988, arrived in Beirut Saturday axind 
speculation he was on a new mediation mission. Bitteriin drove to 
mainly Muslim west Beirut from Damascus to meet Defence 
Minister Albert Mansour, Information Ministe r Edmond Rizk 
and Army Commander Gen. Emile Lahoud at the beaebside 
Summerland Hotel Bitteriin refused to talk to reporters about 
wiry he was in BdruL 


Rajavi vows to topple Tehran government' 


BAGHDAD (R) — The leader of the Iraq-based Mnjahedeen 
Khalq Massoud Rajavi vowed Saturday to topple the Iranian 
government and establish democratic rule in Iran. In a message 
addressed to the Iranian people on tbe 11th anniversary Sunday of 
tiie Is la m ic Revolution which swept the m ullahs to power in Iran, 
Rajavi said: “As long as (the late I ranian spiritual leader 
Ayatollah) Khomeini’s regime remains in power, there win be no 
peace, no freedom and no reconstruction in Iran. Ccnraptiod, 
shortages, torture, executions and tbe export of terrorism' wifl 
continue.” 


Pah lav! says he warned U.S. of threat 


LONDON (R) — Reze Pahlavi, son of the forma shah of Iran, 
was quoted Saturday as saying be had passed mformatkm to 
Washington and London of an Iranian plan to attack U.S. targets 
in Western Europe. Interviewed by the Times newspaper,, the 
forma crown prince said he had no doubt Iranian ag e jntis were 
planning an attack next week to coincide with the- 11th 
anniversary of die Islamic Revolution that toppled his father. “In 
the past the regime in Tehran has found such acts coincidingvrith 
the anniversary of the revolution irresistible. The regime has two 
anns: It wants to inti mi d at e Western governments and it wan tstc 
show the people back home that it has not changed its remessitt 
ways,” he said. . 
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Head-on collision over counting hands 
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AMMAN — ' A v ote in fee 
Lower Rose of Parftuncn t 
Saturday to postpone <Skb* 
rioos of* 

temporary Hone r o oinntfrr. 
on defence. security and armed 
forces sparked controversy 
over die vote-ooustsog proce- 
dure is foe Rome sad exit 
doubt over foe cnxfibffiiy of 

the process. 

Speaker Sztkiauut Aw 
announced that 44 deputies 
voted in f avour of a proposal to 
postpone die d wcuwkwn for 
four years, but wend depu t i e s 
and observers later saidcidy 33 
or 34 deputies had cottoned 
die motion. 

The vote oa the postpone- 
ment motion, tabled by Depu- 
ty AbdnUab Ensour. roBowed 
a prolonged debate over the 
committee's exact fnncrioaa. 
Prime Minister Mutter Badran 
took past in the dzscumaon* sod 
expressed his opposition to 
.what he described as the 


Haase's teabaoe iu mat- 
ters that m muter the jowrn 
neat's Junstfetioo. 

Barinm said priasnatt y 

w wuwk twi wmp thMe b* (K 

pfowpfc of “separating among 
the twee b ranch es of goworo- 
ment " so that one branch docs 
sot overlap with another in 
functions or icsp oigitvKtfa*. 

The ongfoal proposal to set 
up the defenc e, security and 
armed forces c o mmitt ee was 
made by Deputy Abdul Hafiz 
Alawi. Deputy Ate Shafcwsu 
proposed sewql names to 
save oa the oomnattce, is- 
deputies Yousef A1 
Attorn, Abdul Hafiz Atewi, 
Pound Khalafat, Jamal 
Sarayreh, Abdallah Zurcflcat, 
Jama) Haddad, Jamal 
Khrcaha and Mohammad Aba 
Alexm, 

Amman Deputy Fakhri 
Kawar said Aim mould first 
d efi n e the committee's func- 
tions. Zaxka Deputy Bassam 
Haddadm mgyUrd that the 
miwmi ttW! W* <1m 1 frith “lD 


rMativj to the country’s 
soenrity and defence.** 

Sarayreh (Kank) said the 
mpumttce's functions mutt in- 
clude “ m o ni toring the coun- 
try’s general defence strategy 
and looking into sfl legislation 
related to military and security 
personnel and their families. ' 
Alawi endorsed Saxayxeh's de- 
finition of the committee's 
d o rie s ted the proposal ganicd 
majority support in a rofleafi. 

After Badran’s interjection, 
and as deputies began another 

round of cfiseoscons of their 
interpretations of the commit- 
tee’s functions. Deputy 
Khreisha (Balqa) proposed 
“post poni ng die committee" 
for one year because "the 
country is safe and there are no 
messing security problems." 
The proposal was followed by 
the moaoa made by Eosour to 
postpone the committee for 
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National music 
committee formed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minster of The Noor A1 Hnaem Founda- 
Cultarc Khaled Al Karate jester- tkm had proposed tile formation 
day formed the Jordan N ational of snefa a co mmiitm m order to 
Music Committee comprising consolidate achievements 
representatives from the minis- attained in fee fidd of developmg 
tries of culture, education, and marie, to promote awareness of 
information as well as the Jortia- music in Jordan, and to benefit 
nian Armed Forces, rite Noor A! fr om the services asdexpextise of 
Hussein Foundation, Yaxmouk the United Nations Educational, 
University, the Jordan Musicians Scie ntifi c, and Cbharal Qrgarasa- 
Associauon, and the Music tkm (UNESCO) International 
Academy. - Council of Marie . 


Workshop calls for 
agriculture insurance 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A cwtwlay 
workshop told here Lest week has 
called for applying agricultural 
insurance in Jordan and for the 
enactment of special fegshtion to 
facilitate the process. 

A statement on the recom- 
mendations of the workshop, 
issued Saturday, emphasised that 
agricultural insurance was an 
effective and important tool in 
agricultural de^opment helping 
to stabi li s e faime ra* inc om es, pro- 
tecting and increasing invest- 
ments and introducing modem 

technology to increase output. 

The statement said that the 
private sector in Jordan should 
shoulder the task of providing 
agricultural insurance and urged 
insurance companies in the King- 
dom to set up a consortium for 
this type of service and to re- 
insure their operations with inter- 
national insurance companies. 

The statement said that local 
insurance companies could work 
out a special system for tins op- . 
eration in cooperatio n with the 
concerned government institu- 
tions. - 

The statement suggested that 
the insurance scheme be divided 
into three main categories — 
livestock production, agricultural 


pro d u ctio n in irrigated areas, and 
population in rain-fed regions — 
and that agricultural i n su ra nc e 
services be applied in degrees and 
with pilot projects for deny pro- 
ducts and poultry and in the field 
of producing vegetable crops and 
wheat. 

The mM such insur- 

ance could be expanded in the 
future to cover livestock, cereals, 
and fruit m bc^the irrigated and 
ram-fed areas. 

It sod that credit in stit ut io n s 
and cooperative societies could 
serve as a liaison between small 
formers and the insura nc e com- 
panies consortium. 

The work sho p was organised 
by the ministries of agriaritue and 
pl annin g in cooperation with the 
West German Technical Coop- 
eration Agency to highlight the 
need for insurance. in view of 
dangers to crops brought about 
by natural disasters such as 
drought, frost, floods, fires, dis- 
eases, locusts ami often. 

Delegates taking part in the 
workshop came from foe minis- 
tries of a g ricultu re, planning, and 
industry and trade, as weS as foe* 
Agricnbnral Gtdit Corporation. 
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No more free home calls 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
foe Environment Abdul Kareem 
Dugmi has aD exemp- 

tions on official telephone calls 
from foe residences of mayors, 
engineers, officiate and techni- 
cians regardless of foe nature of 
their work as of Sunday, FA. 31, 
1990. 

Dugmi told Al Ral and foe 
Jordan Times Saturday that these 
foe 


officials can change their tele- 
phone into private telephones 
and pay the normal charges. The 
Mhutfiy of Mumripal and Rural 
Affairs is also raking measures to 
reduce the use of official cars and 
a circular has gone out to aH 
municipalities to restrict the use 
of vehicles only to official bad- 
ness. 

Municipalities and village 
councils should not rent garages 
for their vefrides ««t can 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbc following listings are compiled from moodily bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with tbecoocemed institutions. 
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* Aptestteart qMMti o ww Mcfcractud reparattngs, KJdpimea aad 
cermfc vrerta at the Spimiih Gaftmai Cewtre, 

☆ An exhibition of photos of plays directed by Ghettos, Mra- 
gidch, M wnwrhMnr, flan cho n and others, at the Reach 
Cdtsnd Ce nt re. 

☆ A p ho togr a pMc eaMbftkw ootikd "Fxnonmn BB" at the 
Soviet Caitnnd Centre. 

☆ An edilbitiop qf pahiHnipr by ABa Amawwa a, HabBa Mat and 
Ntond AbdoBah at Abdel Hameed Shorow Found at ion. 


four years. 

Arar called a vote and Par- 
liament Secretary-General 
Ham Khair declared that 44 
deputies endorsed Ensonr’s 


Deputies 
stress need 
for hospital 
inlrbid 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Three mem- 
bers of the Lower House of Par- 
liament have requested that a 
new hospital be ou3t with the 
complex of the Jordan University 
for Science and Technology 
(JUST) in Irbid Govexnorate to 
. meet the growing need for hospit- 
al services. 

Deputies Ahmad Kofahi, 
Abdul Rahim Ekour and Kamel 
Al Omari said in a memorandum 
to Lower House Speaker Sulei- 
man Arar that foe population in 
foe gov em oraie accounts for 28 
per cent of the total population of 
Jbrdan; and yet they have only 17 
per cent of foe total number of 
hospital beds in foe Kingdom. 

At present, there are 18 hospit- 
al beds for every 10,000 people in 
foe Kingdom, compared wim 149 
in Sweden, 118 in West Ger- 
many, and 39 in Kuwait, the 
mq iK ganAnn «ai(t Jt said rhat an 
increase in hospital beds was 
essential, particularly in Irtnd 
Govemorate as referred to by tbe 
Ministry of Planning in its nation- 
al socio-economic development 
plans (1981-1985 and 198&990) 
and to meet foe standards refer- 
red in a World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) report. 

Since die target now is to in- 
crease the number of hospital 
beds in Jordan to reach 30 beds 
for every 10,000 dozens by foe 
year 2000, then it will be neces- 
sary to acquire at feast 3,332 beds 
in Irtrid Govemorate alone, the 
memorandum said. 

According to the - memoran- 
dum, 10,000 surgical oper ati ons 
were conducted for citizens from 
Irbid Govemorate outside then- 
region. Dus demonstrates the 
great need for more hospitals, it 
said. 

The projected hospital, the 
memorandum said, should be cal- 
led King Abdallah Hospital and 
should be used as a traming hos- 
pital for JUST medical students. 

The manorandum pointed out 
that the annual birth rate in Irbid 
Govemorate now stands at four 
per cent, but foe number of chil- 
dren’s beds does not exceed 100, 
and that only 20 maternity units 
are available in the hospitals in 
Irbid region. 

■ Die memorandum also noted 
that hospitals in Irbid Goverao- 
rate lack proper facilities far new- 
borns such as incubators and they 
lack o fori essential facilities far 
treating burns and providing 
em er g en cy services. 

The memorandum proposed 
that foe new hospital have 643 
beds in foe initial stage. 


RSS begins 
testing 


proposal. Arar an no un ced foe 
faults as several deputies, in- 
cluding Haddadm, Mansour 
Murad, Kawar and Sarayreh 
contested foe outcome of the 
vote and requested floor time. 
Arar ignored their calls and 
moved the House to other 
topics. 

Murad, who finally rot per- 
mission to speak after ms uric* 
rophone was activated, snack- 
ed the speaker for not allowing 
protests. He told Aran M I re- 
gret baring to level negative 
criticism at your person oa the 
way you conducted the dscnjr 
skin. * 

Arar tokl Murad he was de- 
viating from foe subject of 
discussion and ruled that the 
Amman deputy’s statem e n t be 
deleted from the House’s re- 
cords. 

Later, during foe afternoon 
season, the House witnessed a 
repetition of the vote-counting 
“discrepancy" over a Finance 
Committee r ^eomm^ndarion 
to the House that loans to the 


Kingdom that come in foe 
fora of provision a l laws pre- 
sented by foe government be 
rejected. 

According to the first vote 
count by Khair, 31 
endorsed the morion out of 69 
deputies who attended the ses- 
sion. Finance Committee rap- 
porteur Abdullah Akayleh 
strongly protested as "impossi- 
ble*' the r e sults of the count 
and several drpnties shouted 
tea t they bad counted 41, Arar 
repealed foe count and fob 
time Khair announced 37 in 
favour out of 68 deputies pre- 
sent and foe proposal was en- 
dorsed. 

In remarks wmQi to the Jor- 
dan Tima later, deputies con- 
tended that doting Saturday’s 
session and before was not 
accurate, and criticised the 
method used to count votes. 

Some of them proposed that 
more developed vote-counting 
methods suro as electronic 
boards used in other parlia- 
ments be adopted by the 
House. 


King, Queen meet 
British field marshal 
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☆ A plastic art fxWhWnn by Tawfiq A! Sayed at the Goethe 

Institute. 

* An exfeft&kw oitified M Tfce Bine Rider** at Marta Unfrarty. 


* A feature ffim entitled “life with Fates'’ at tee American 
Cadre — TO® p-m. 

☆ A Soviet fiba entitled (1 The Dangerous Journey” at flu Soviet 
CaBursti Centre — SM p. 

fe A French fits added *?The Big Item”, teownm part of foe 
European fflra festival at mtyddpUa Chema — TOO pra. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Srientific Society (RSS) Saturday 
opened a two-week training 
course on non-destructive testing 
(NDT) industrial radiography 
attended by 19 p a r ti c ipa nts. En- 
gineers and technicians from va- 
rious ministries, organisations, 
«nd private firm* in Jordan are 
participating in the course. 

The course, organised by the 
RSS’s Mechanical Design and 
Technology Centre, wfll concen- 
trate on industrial radiography 
testing, personal safety and pro- 
tection against iomshg radiation 
from industrial radiography. 

Hasan Al Kbadra, the centre’s 
director, underfilled the import- 
ance of the course in view of the 
industrial and construction prog- 
ress in foe Kingdom. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor received at Al Nadwa 
Palace Saturday the oommander 
of the British Royal Air Force 
and rimin na" of the Joint <"*«**» 
of Staff, Field Marshal David 
Craig, and Mrs. Craig. 

The meeting was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zrid 
Ben Shaker, Chief of Staff 
General Fathi Abu Taleb, foe 
Jordanian Royal Air Force com- 
mander, British Ambassador to 
Jordan Anthony Reeve and their 
wives. 

The King hosted a lunch in 
honour of the guest. 

French programmes 

King Hussein carrier received 
at the Royal Court Fuad Ben 
Halala, d i rect or of foe French 


95 physicians get 
Jobs with ministry 


AMMAN (J.T-). t- Minister of 
Health Mohammad Addoub Al 
7»Vn Saturday announced foe 
appointment . of 95 male and 
female physicians in health cen- 
tres ana said that 37 of tire new 
appointees had already taken 
their jobs. 

In a statement to Al RaT and- 
the Jordan Times, the minister 
said teat tins step was taken in 
cooformity with the government’s 
plans to retinae the number of 
unemployed doctors in Jordan, 
and at the same time boost health 
services. 

During tins year, the Ministry 


.of Health plans to appoint more 
docton to health centres. 

The minister made -the state- 
ment following fais opening of a 
training co urse fo r 58 new doctors 
who vnD later be assigned to 
health centres. The four-week 
traming course wffl orient the 
doctors on primary health service 
care, he said. 

The new doctors will be 
oriented on modem trends in 
mothm- and child care, birth spac- 
ing, health ed u cati o n, environ- 
mental health, controlling nutri- 
tion and providing essential 
health services. 


Jordan will support move 


(Conttened from page 1J 
stumbling block on foe way to 
peace," Badran said. 

U.S. President George Bosh, 
answering questions posed to him 
by reporters in San Francisco 
Ffeb. 7. said by allowing direct 
flights between Moscow and Tel 
Aviv, the Krendin would be send- 
ing a sign “that their interest in 
the Middle East is not just on the 
side of what heretofore has been 
! the side of the more radical states 
in foe area." 

Izz efone said Saturday it was 
obvious that the United States 
was backing Soviet Jewish im- 
migration mto Israel and the 
Soviet Union “is responding to 
American efforts.” 

The information minister said 
the Arabs now have to work on 
two primary axes: the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 


He explained tint foe Arabs 
should nuke it clear to the Soviet 
Union that “human right* are not 
reserved for Soviet citizens but 
also have a connection with the 
human rights of the Palestinians, 
who are now facing a dear viola- 
tion of their rights.” 

“The Soviet Jews are coming 
and taking the place of Palesti- 
nians,” mediae said. 

The United States, which the 
infon natio n nmnsttx « 

the second axis, “should be made 
to announce that settlem ent s in 
the West Bank are illegal” (as 
against considering them only as 
an obstade to peace). 

He added that the Arabs 
should demand of the United 
States to “make sure that these 
settlements are not financed by 
American money. 



Ministry headings, 

NMI and Ab hospital 

Deputy Ahmad Al Kofahi put 
forth three questions: 

1. Who owns the Finance Ministry 
building and wifo whom were foe 
negotiations about renting the 
bunding conducted? How much is 
the annual rent? Is it e xor b i t an t? 

2. Who owns the National Medic- 
al Institution (NMI) building and 
who .did the government negoti- 
ate the rent of the bidding? What 
is its annual rent? 

3. Who built, tiie Queen Alia 
hospital and why did the govern- 
ment purchase it and for bow 
modi? 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh replied that foe Finance 
Iffnu&y fanh^ng was a wwptey 
housing the Customs Depa rt ment, 


houses these departments now is 
owned by the Middle East Insur- 
ance company and was rented for 
JD 175,000 annually, be sakL 

The NMT btrikfing, Jardaneh 
said, is owned by the United 
Tradin g Co mpany and it was 
rented with the approval of the 
then finance h accord- 

ance with the 1973 law on renting 
buildings for government use. 

According to the minister, the 
annual rent was JD225,000 but 
was reduced later to JD 200,000. 

The Queen Aha hospital used 
to be owned by the Jordan 
Medical Establishment, and was 
bought by the Aimed Forces 

The Aimed Forces . 
bought the hospital for JD 
12^208,247, he stud. 






IBs Majesty King H ussein Saturday confers with 
Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister ffiadii A wads 


(I eft) in a meeting attended by Royal Court Chief 
Shtxif Zdd Ben Shaker (Petra photo). 


King receives message from Tokyo 


Japan praises Jordan’s 
positive role and efforts 


International Television Chan- 
nel, who briefed the King on the 
French channel and its prog- 
rammes. 

Ben Halala has signed an 
agreement with Jordan Televi- 
sion (JTV) under which JTV wfll 
receive four hours of French 
programmes daily directly 
beamed from Paris and designed 
to boost the French language 
pro gramm es on Jordan Televi- 
sion. 

The programmes are being re- 
ceived by Intelsat 5-FII mt<>TKw» 
through special hnlittff recently 
in s ta lled at the t el evisio n station 
in Amman. The programmes are 
being offered to Jordan free of 
charge. The meeting was 
attended by Sharif and 
French Ambassador to Jordan 
Denis Baucbard. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday received a 
message from foe Japanese gov- 
ernment expressing Tokyo’s 
appreciation for his positive role 
in foe Middle East peace process 
and praising his constructive 
stand. 

The message, which was deli- 
vered at foe Royal Court by 
Japanes e Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Hisashi Awada, also stressed 
Japan’s pride in its friendly rela- 
tions with Jordan. 

Awada explained to foe King 
Tokyo’s political stand vis-a-vis 
international developments and 
its c ontin ued support for Jordan's 
efforts to restore peace and sta- 
bility to the Middle East region 
and to settle aS conflicts through 
peaceful means, foe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

King Hussein voiced pride in 
Japan’s friendship with Jordan 
and Tokyo’s constant support for 
Arab causes. 

The meeting was attended by 
Royal Cram Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, King Hussein’s Poli- 
tical Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh 
and Japanese Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Tadayuld Nonoyama. 

Awada held a round of talks 
with Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem and voiced Japan's 
opposition in principle to foe 
settlement of Jewish immigrants 


in occupied Arab lands and urged 
Israel to accept the idea of ex- 
changing land for peace and enter 
into a dialogue with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

Japan also encourages con- 
tinued international pressure on 
Israel to make it respond to the 
requirements of just peace, the 
minister said at foe meeting with 
Qasem, Petra said. 

The meeting was dedicated to a 
review’ of developments in the 
Middle East with particular atten- 
tion given to the immigration 
question and Japan’s stand vis-a- 
vis these developments, accord- 
ing to Petra. 

Qasem pointed to foe dangers 
inherent in foe continued influx 
of Soviet Jews to occupied Pales- 
tine and its negative effect on the 
Palestinian people’s rights and 
tbc stability in the Middle East as 
a whole-. 

Qasem also stressed the re- 
sponsibility of foe superpowers 
among other influential nations, 
especially those which are con- 
cerned with the establishment of 
permanent peace. The influx of 
Jews to occupied Palestine is 
bound to threaten international 
efforts for a durable peace, 
Qasem said. 

He said Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir was playing for 
timp and for creating new reali- 


ties on foe ground with total 
contradiction of the PLO’s peace 
overtures. 

Qasem said Jordan has been 
shouldering serious responsibility 
towards the Palestinian people 
and foe Palestine cause. Jordan 
backs foe PLO leadership’s posi- 
tive stand and believes that there 
can never be a lasting solution for 
foe Arab- Israeli conflict without 
a solution for the Palestine prob- 
lem with the full participation of 
the PLO, the legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, and on the basis of compete 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories so that foe Palesti- 
nian people can exercise their 
right to self-detenmnatkm, foe 
minister stressed. 

Qasem also said that Jordan 
was providing all possible backing 
for the Palestinian uprising and 
the steadfastness of foe Palesti- 
nian people under Israeli rale. 

Later Saturday, His Royal 
Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan 
received Awada and discussed 
with him scopes of Japanese- 
Jordanian cooperation in all 
fields and means to bolster rela- 
tions. 

Qasem, the Foreign Mnristry’s 
secretary general and the- 
Japanese ambassador attended 
the meeting. 


UNRWA officials receive 

# 

health, sanitation training 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Die World 
Health Organisation (WHO) re- 
gional Centre for Environmental ' 
Health Activities (CEHA) Satur- 
day opened a 12-day training 
course designed to improve water 
sup ply and sanitation services for 
Palestinian refugees in the occu- 
pied territories and elsewhere in 
the’ Arab World. 

The course, oraganised in 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tio ns E nvironment Programmes 
(UNEP) and foe United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA), is attended by UNRWA 
officials in charge of sanitation in 
Palestinian camps in Jordan, the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip, Syria 
and Lebanon. They will be 
oriented on modem means of 
improving health and sanitation 
in refugee camps in UNRWA's 
fields of operations. Through 
orientation in the training course 
the officers are expected to im- 


prove their efficiency and slriO in 
providing essential services for 
Palestinian refugees, according to 
a CEHA official. 

“Die second course on water 
and sanitation for UNRWA offic- 
ers’ was formally opened by 
Health Minister Mohammad 
Addoub Al Zaben, who stressed 
tiie importance of giving due care 
to the environment and protect- 
ing water resources from pollu- 
tion and organising proper sanita- 
tion services for all people. 
Health officers have a b asic role 
to play by ensuring that their 
contribution will lead to better 
protection of the environment 
and public health, the minister 
siad. 

Zaben voiced hope that the 
training course would contribute 
most effectively towards upgrad- 
mg health and sanitation services ' 
in foe refugee camps. 


CEHA coordinator Hassan Al 
Baroudi delivered a speech on 
behalf of WHO Regional Direc- 
tor Dr. Hussein Al Jazairi, noting 
that the course was intended pri- 
marily to help improve the gener- 
al health conditions in Palestinian 
refugee camps. He thanked the 
Jordanian government for its con- . 
tinued support for WHO’s prog- 
rammes and facilitating tiie orga- 
nisation of the taunmg course. 

UNRWA’s director of health < 
services Pierre Lauriault outlined 1 
in a brief speech the importance 
and the objectives of the course 
and the need to provide a better 
and healthier atmosphere within 
the refugee camps. 

Tbc CEHA official said the 
participants would study a WHO. 
manual on sanitation and water 
supply end were expected to pre- 
pare a special manual on this 
subject. 


Badran defends interest on loans 


(Continued from page 1) 

foreign currency.” 

Accortfing to Sai’d, while most 
of Jordan’s loans had nominal 
interest over the years “we have 
wwrmniafwl bflfioiis in debt and 
tiie payment of interest in foreign 
currency imperils the future of 
our national economy.” 

“As long as God has forbidden 
tins interest, small or large, we 
have to try to find loans which 
cany no interest,” Safd asserted. 


Deputy Ahmad Innab agreed 
that internationally tiie fina nci al 
system “is capitalistic” but that 
“on the day of judgment the 
prime minister, the 'different 
ministers and ourselves will be 
held responsible for these loans.” 
Badran replied by pointing out 
that tiie house “should differenti- 
ate between development loans 
and commercial loans... I am 
talking about development 
loans.” 

He added that companies fi- 


nanced by development loans had 
proven their success.” some of 
.these loans are 30 years old and 
we still pay only JD 5,000 interest 
a year,”- he smd. 

“What really constitutes a bur- 
den is commeraal loans and over- 
stepping the red line are these 
loans,” be said. 

“But as long as they are soft 
development loans there is no 
way to criticise them, whether 
economically or financially,” tiie 
premier told the House. 


House urges ‘Eastern Front* 


(Continued from page 1) 

move to freeze the issuance of 
work permits for guest workers in 
the country and the below aver- 
age results of the mid-term Taw- 
jihi examination which were 
announced last wpek. 

While welcoming die Labour 
Ministry's decision aimed at limi t- 
ing foe number of guest workers 
in the country as an effort to 
tackle unemployment, many de- 
puties asked the government to 
conduct a comprehensive study of 
tiie Kingdom’s needs before tak- 
ing action against foreign workers 
who do not carry work permits. 

Minister of Labour Qascem 
Obediat explained that statistics 


indicate that guest workers in the 
Kingdom were estimated at 
230,000 workers but “only 43,000 
workers cany work permits.” 

He later told the Jordan Times 
that the ministry would not de- 
port any guest worker before the 
end of this month when the minis- 
try would have completed a study 
on the loopholes in the local 
labour market 

Deputies questioned the 
accuracy of the mid-term Tawjihi 
examination results and asked the 
ministry to review sample answer 
papers to determine whether 
there might have been some 
errors. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Mohammad 


Harndan explained j 


process of marking an 
stressing that there w 
bxUty of error but ad 
would personally rev 
papers 

Deputies also call 
Ministry of Education 
the registration peric 
dents at umveisities to 
date West Bank jtu 
were unable to arrive 
in time for registratun 
broaden its acceptance 
West Bankets. 

Many deputies exp 
may at the government 
to raise the prices of te 
without consultation 
House as promised ear 
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Adjusting to the 
changing world 


NOW THAT the Communist Party is projected to compete 
for power within the Soviet Union, it is op to ft to 
succeed or fail in this historic and eventful competition. If ft 
ftdh it will be tiie fault of no one except itself. On the other 
hand, if it trinmplis over the other political parties expected 
to enter the race for power and drat, it wffl be in no small 
part doe to its inner wflEnpms and ability to reform itself 
and evolve in the right direction. Soviet leader MikbaB 
Gorbachev was of coarse right and wise in poshing his own 
party m the direction of rivalry with other shades of political 
thought in the Soviet Union. Clearly be has the best interest 
of the party in mind when be is effectively caflmg on it to 
reform and survive or else accept the verdict of history and 
die a natural death. 

To be sure, there is no creed or refigion or philosophy 
which stood the test of time without famer re fo rmation to 
cope with the ever-changing world. The precedent of Martin 
Luther’s movement in the 16th c e ntury Is a case in point 
when it nshered in a massive reformation and the beginning 
of the wiHghtwn nent era in Europe. 

How well will the Soviet Communist Party respond to 
the new challenges poised now at its footsteps would 
determine the fotnre of co mmun ism worldwide. 

One of the principal Ughfights of the 28th century was 
the advance of communism. It remains to be seen whether 
its demise would also serve as yet another principal 
hallmark of the century. In retrospect, and with the benefit 
of hindsight, communism as an Ideology swerved drastically 
from its true path and incorporated ik the process dictato- 
rial tactics that in theory at least are alien to its fundamental 
tenets. What separates it in theoretical terms at Least from 
socialism which is rampant throughout much of the Western 
world is a tlun line centred, more on the degree and extent 
rather than oil the essence. Bat what divides die two 
phenomena now in real terms is rather a very wide wall 
centred on the application of democracy or the buck of ft. 

But, whatever the outcome of the major political tremors 
that have hit the Soviet Union, the Vatican of comnumiran, 
and the rest of Eastern Europe, the world wll never be the 
same again. One thing is sore, communism as the world 
knows it now is falling as abruptly as it was rising. The 
re m a ining pockets of pure and simple communism are also 
projected to face the same fate one way or another. The 
principal benefidavy of ail these positive and historical 
changes wfll of course be mankind which can now brea t h 
more peacefully without the pressures and duress of 
superpower nuclear warfare. Now it is np to the rest of the 
world which is in essence outside the ideological framework 
of the West or the East to reform itself thoroughly and 
profoundly or else accept to be Left behind. 

In this vein, the Arab Nation is dutyboun d to respond to 
the ever-increasing changes in the world, both intellectually 
and technologically, in a rational manner. The appa r en t 
trend hi the Arab World to just regroup without bringing 
about fundamental changes within their inner selves is 
simply insufficient and would in the final analysis defeat the 
purpose. It is high time that the Arab World accept the 
thesis that much of its ways are still archaic and no match to 
the emerging new world. To simply convene meetings, 
conferences and even s ummits would simply fail to address 
the substance and heart of the matter. 







Al Ra’i Arabic daily on Saturday said that the time has come for 
the Arabs to realise that they have do future if they remain 
divided and fading to reach consensus on unity. The paper said 
that our age is an age of greater political entities winch alone can 
survive in tbe 1990s and in the coming centaiy, and therefore, it is 
incumbent on the Arabs to find a way to unite in tbe face of the 
lo oming threat and the inevitable challenge. The paper noted that 
the Arab countries have not yet realised the looming serious 
challenges and cannot form a dear image of the future eventuali- 
ties and that is why they failed so far to develop their stand and 
adopt a serious unifying stance. Tbe current series of events in 
Europe, the imminent unification of Germany, the unity of the 
European Community countries in 1992 and the East-West 
detente which leads to farther consolidation of relations in 
Europe are all indicators of the fixture picture which the Arabs 
ought to study carefully and to act accordingly, the paper added. 
It said that should the Arabs remain impassive to such develop- 
ments they will have only themselves to blame if the greater blocs 
tended to ignore the Arab Nation's interests in the coming years. 


Writing in Al Ra'i Arabic daily, columnist Sabh Abdul Samad 
calls on tbe Arab countries in general and Jordan in particular to 
assign more seats at their nnivexstties for the students of the 
occupied Arab territories. When the Council for Higher Educa- 
tion in Jordan took the decision of assigning t hr ee per cent of 
Jordanian universities’ seats for Palestinians, the schools and 
universities of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip were all open 
and operating normally, but now the situation has changed and 
the Palestinian students have no universities because they had 
been closed for years, says tbe writer. Abdul Samad notes that 
higher education is fixe most wanted thing by stud e nts; and the 
Arab « yirttrics which are keen on supporting the s teadfas tness of 
the Palestinian people should now prove that they really are 
interested in their fotnre. What is required is an increase m tbe 
number of seats for the students in Arab umvexrities especially in 
Jordan which was the first Arab state to declare its full support for 
the Palestinian uprising, the writer concludes. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Minimum wage hurts labour 


NEWS sugges t that the Ministry of Labour is seriously cons i derin g 
the application of minimum wages as allowed for in the Labour 
Law, and that the intention ft to fix the minimum between JD 75 
and JD 90 a month. 

On tbe face of it, such a step sounds like a service to labourers 
by securing better wages and thus advancing the cause of social 
justice in the current difficult economic drcumstances. 

Tbe truth however is so different. The good intentions that lie 


at low wages, but it does not serve those 
and do not chaw any wages at alL Even : 


are not employed 
j & nmmmxm 


ana ao not draw any wages at alL Even more, a mgh minimum 
may cause some low-paid labourers to losefaeir present jobs, and 
join the unemployed, because employees have only two options. 


behind raising the minimum wage will not prevent economi c law s 
from taWng their natural course. It ft feared that the real victims 


from taking their natural course. It ft feared that the real victims 
wOl be tbe very labourers that tins step ft meant to help. 

Tbe idea of adopting an official and compulsory mmmmm wage 
level Btems from the assumption that tbe wage determined at the 
market ft too low. The mfnrrmim wage is thm meant to raise tbe 
rate above the level that guarantees a balanced market. 

In fact the practical application of the minim am wage reduces 
demand on labour and consequently increases unemployment. 
Labour behaves is the market Kke any other commodity or 
service, and the demand on labour responds negatively w ith pric e. 
Setting a minimum wage may benefit those who are now working 


cither to pay higher wages or lay off the subject workers. 

On the other hand, if employers' /cannot pay less than a set 
minimu m wa ge, it ft only logical that they will opt for the stronger 
worker with longer experience and higher capability. No em- 
ployer will take a young or weak'w 6 rfcer who lacks experience, as 
long as tiie he pays the §ame minimum. 

The outcome of imposing a minim um wage will obviously be 
that weak groups, tfcorfe that need supp o rt and assistance, will 
become tiie first victims to suffer from such a policy. With the 
good inten tio n of improving their income, rimy might end 
deprived of any incri^ie at all. 

It ft more fikely that the minimum wage level will be applicable 
only for Jordanian workers, and not for nonJordanian guest 
workers. The gap between the wages of Jordanians and non- 
Jordanian workers will thus grow and become 'an additional 
incentive for employers to prefer non-Jordanians, u s in g all other 


excuses, while foe rfel reason is that Jordanian worker » 

relatively more costly. • ■ • . - 

In summary, theadoption of a ro m n nm n wage revm»- » 
o nwanteeH pres c ripti on for more nnemptoyment. It is a brow to. 
foe weakest of the working dass. The real improvemontm foe 
nwnmiff of[ the Jordanian working class can .be achieved oy 
controlling the labour market, raising of produc tivity, p rotecti on:, 
from unfair comp eti tion, and encouraging collective bargaining 
between the unions and foe emepkiyers. ... ... 

Finally one has to point out that tbe adoption of a wage 
minimum wffl be another mgblfflare to the Minis try of Lab om ylt 
has to inspect and enforce foe Law all over foe country, let stone; 

the new im possibility offmrfmg foe right «n»ninium wage level for 

i ... * r j ■»- ■» « » *- — c - mi ■ 


varying degrees of educations, experience, and hardship of foe 
job concerned. - . . V 

The crucial step taken by the Ministry of Labour las t We dnes- 
day to suspend any new work permit for non-Jordan ians 

until farther notice ft nunc meaningful and will render the 
minimu m wage move obsolete. 


Gorbachev: Master of political manoeuvre 


By Peter Conradi 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has again proved a master 
at political manoeuvring, emerg- 
ing triumphant from a Commun- 
ist plenum at which he persuaded 
the party to undergo its biggest 
sbakeup since the 1917 revolu- 
tion. 

Sweeping aside criticism from 
conservative colleagues unhappy 
at the speed of change, Gor- 
bachev succeeded on Wednesday 
m pushing through a new plat- 
form which paves the way for foe 
eventual creation of a multi-party 
democracy. 

Seeking to harness demands 
fen a radical E a stern European 
style-change now s wee pin g his 
own country, the Kremlin leader 
has persuaded Soviet Commun- 
ists that they most be p re pa red 
eventually to share power with 
toehr political farces. 

And, in typical style, Gor- 
bachev did' so m a way that will 
farther reinforce his own grip cm 
power, with the platform also 
beefing up the presidency to give 
him more dout — on paper at 
least — than any of his predeces- 
sors. 

.“We xeamin attached to tiie 
choice made in October 1917, to 
the Socialist idea, but we are 
getting away from .a dogmatic: 
conception of it,” Gorbachev told 
tiie policy-making Central Com- 
mittee last Monday, onflming his 
radical new party platform. 

He str essed: “O ur ideal ft 
humane, democratic Sodalftm." 

Since becoming Soviet Cam- 
nmnist Party cfaefin March 1985, 
Gorbachev has proved time and 
again his mastery of political 
manoeuvring, coming up stronger 
each time it appeared opponents 
of his perestroika reforms were 
rising against him. 


From his first months in office, 
Gorbachev has made use of the 
enormous patronage he enjoys as 
general secretary to fill senior 
party ranks with men and women 
sympathetic to his re form prog- 

UWWIlft . 


Shortly after talcing over, Gor- 
bachev brought s u p p o r t ers on to 
the rating potitburo and in April 
last year persuaded 100 old-tim- 
ers who were out of step with his 
r e form to “resign” from the Cen- 
tral Committee. 

He followed in September with 
-a dramatic shak&up at the top, 
which led to tire resuoatin of five 
top members of foe country’s 
Leadership in what was the faggest 
purge of the rating potitburo 
since he came to office. 

At the same time, tiie Kremlin 
leader has taken advantage of tbe 
new state power structure centred 
on the rev a mpe d Soviet partia- 
ment to farther tighten his grip. 

Already holding the old cere- 
monial presidency from October 
1968, Gorbachev was tire undis- 
puted choice to fill the new-styie 
post of head of state when de- 
puties sat down to elect the coun- 
try’s leader in May 1989. 

He stands to farther increase 
this new power under the prop- 
osed changes contained in the new 
party platform once it receives its 
expected ap p ro val by foe Soviet 
parfiamenL . • • .■>' 

Under its terms, tbe presidency 
— which is now merety tite chair- 
manship of the pre si d ium of the 
Supreme Soviet — will be turned 
into a full executive post with 
even greater powers. 

At the same time Gorbachev 
will almost certainly hold on to 
his party post, although tiie plat- 
form calls for this to be trans- 
formed into a party chair- 
manship. 

However, if anything, the in- 
crease in the Soviet leader’s per- 





'Come, let us reason together J : 


sonal power appears to have been 
matched by a growth both in the 
scope and complexity of the prob- 
lems he faces. 


Abroad, Gorbac hev h as gone 
from triumph to triumph, spark- 
ing a dramatic improvement in 
U.S.-Soviet relations, boosting 
disarmament and helping find a 
solution to conflicts in Afghanis- 
tan, Cambodia and Nicaragua. 


the 7 West in recent months for 
watching m silence as fas East 
European allies took fas pledges 
of “non-interference” at face 
value and rejected the political 
and economic system Hnposed by 
his predecessors. 


He has also won praise from 


However, at home, Gorbachev 
has faced an alarming escalation 
in natinoatist unrest, often vio- 
lent, coupled with a perceptible 
failure of his reform programme 


to make airy inqwet on foe' conn-' 
try’s mounting economic woes. 

Events took a dramatic turn for 
the wrose last month when the 
army was sent in to bring an end 
to bloodshed in the turbulent 
Transcaucasian republic of Azer- 
baijan. More than 143 people 
were officially reported to have 
died. 

At tbe same time, the economy 
— aggravated by a series of de- 
bilitating strikes — has appeared 


Kohl takes 


enormous 
gamble on rapid 
German unity 


By Tom Heaeghan 

Renter 


BONN — ■ Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl is taking the biggest gamble 
of fas political life by rushing 
towards German unity as fast as 


The West German leader, who 
until recently was preaching pat*> 
ence to East Genrums demanding 
a single state, has decided the 
threat of collapse across the bor- 
der ft worse than the problems 
that unity will bring. 

He also sees his own re-elec- 
tion in December depends on 
how he manages tbe hasty mar- 
riage of cme of tiie world’s weal- 
thiest and most orderly states 
with a poorer and increasingly 
chaotic cousin. 

Kohl overrode fas fiercely in- 
dependent central bank, tiie Bun- 
desbank, on Wednesday and de- 
rided to seek immediate monet- 
ary union with East Germany. He 
believes a quick « g nal Eke nxtxo- 
dnring the strong deutschemaxk 
into East Germany ft more im- 
portant the problems that 
might come later. 

Announcing Beam’s bold deci- 
sion, Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel iitterwH a thought haunt- 
ing leadeis in Bonn: 

“We rxmst remain master of the 
political process,” he announced, 
sober-faced. 

fa fact, nobody is master of tiie 
pofitial process at the moment 
and the realisation of that fact has 
frightened both Bonn and East 
Bairn. 

Waigd admitted as much when 
asked whether monetary union 
would be enough to stop Rest 
Germans flowing here at foe rate 
of a small dty every month: 


“I don’t know... it’s a signal, an 
appeal..."- he said. 

KohTs main fear ft that East 
Germany, once the showcase 
economy of the Communist 
world, will collapse so badly that 
it wiQ simpl y fall, exhausted and 
anarchic, mto Bonn's arms. 

Committed by its constitution, 
Bonn will have to pay enormous 
sums to prop up the East Ge rman 
economy, help dean up years of 
shocking poQution of the environ- 
ment ana guarantee social ser- 
vi ces fo r the restless population. 

Will tins lead to inflation, the 
worst fear of tbe Germans mum 
. their money turned into worthless 
paper in the 1920s? Higher taxes? 
wfll inte re st rates shoot up? 

Events have moved so fast that 
nobody knows. 

Waigel is dne to announce next 
week a seven biflftm math ($4-2 
bflKonl suppl em e ntar y budget to 
help East Germany, the first tran- 
che of a Bonn baflout that eco- 
nomists here expect to be repe- 
ated several times as the unifica- 
tion drama unfolds. 

It will be a mamm oth tales if 
everything goes peacefully. 

What nobody wants to think 
about it what would happen if 
East Germans, disorientated by 
the share winds of capitalism 
xusting through their homeland, 
break out in waves of strikes and 
violence. 

The stakes on tins side of the 
border are equally high. 

After greeting the first refugees 
from the old Stalinist system with 
open arms last year, West Ger- 
mans are now giving a cooler 
welcome to those coming over. 

A materialistic society, they 
are becoming increasingly wor- 
ried that unity wfll fat them where 



to slip downfall, with already 
pitiful supplies in the country's 
shops worsening rather than im- 
proving. 

Mikhail Sergeyevich Gor- 
bachev was bam on March 2, 
1931 in the northern Caucasus 


• tai ;ss 

■ . -r^rl *:-7» 

village. 4f.^nfaiKtye, aejl^r- 
ropol-Hc tooka degree falawM * 
Moscow University before for' r 
turning to Stayrop(4*- a major 
agricultural region. '• - ‘ . _ 

Party chief In Stavropol at foe 
age of 35, he was ranfflaned tfc ' 
Moscow m 1978 to take charge of 
agriculture and m 1979 was made - . 

buro unde? now dftaeditwFfc^ • 
mer leader Leonid Brezhnev. . 

We st erners who have met Got- - 
bachev describe Mm as a highly 
intelligent man who displays a . 
charm and ease of nuumek rare 
among past Soviet leaden. Ifis - 
wife Raisa also has a self assur- 


ance rarely found among ~ pre- 
vious Soviet “first ladies.” - 


it hurts — in their wallets. 

The comfortable middle dass 
se es taxe s ri sin g as Bonn lays on 
emergency housing, unemploy- 
ment benefits, t raining 
mid fall pensions for foe 2,000 
East Germans arriving here each 
day. About 70,000 have come this 
year akrne. 

_ West Germany’s two million 
raanptoyed and several other 
nrjlhpn low-paid workers see the 


Most new arrivals are weH- 
qaalified and hard-working, ex- 

cent fnr a m»n h... . 


attracted many men released m a 


prison amnesty last December. 

And since the new arrivals are 
fellow Germans, frustrated West 
Germans can hardly vent their 
anger with racist outbursts like 
the “Turks out” calls heard at 
neo-Nazi meetings. 

Oskar Lafontame, front-run- 
ner to lead tiie op position Social 
Democrats (SPD) against Kohl, 
showed these fears were a potent 
campaign issue when he won a 
landslide- re-election in bis Saar 
state in late January. 

While Kohl’s centre-right coali- 
tion ft still tipped to win by a 
small margin m. December,, any 
unrest along tbe way towards the 
Germans’ long-held dream could 
turn out of office the. man who. 
raced to realise it 


LETTERS 


Restless spirits 


To the Editor: 


IT ft commendable to have the strength to find your way in Hfe. It 
ft wonderful to know what you want and it s recom fo rting to 
choose your own religion by your own wfll. But it is too much and 
definitely against arty religions creed to display one’s belief so 
ostentatiously and praise oneself on a finally found haven tor a 
tormented soul, even more so when one does it to attack— : albeit 
inffldly — — a fellow co-believer. 

£ vm Qaire d® k Plume whose suggestion that alcdhoL 
should be served to those who want it (Jordan Times, Jan. 2^26, 
1990/ was met with strong opposition leading to praise of services - 

On KOVal Jordanian nlanra anH traminn it . - 


-,-p — —j wuubvwm. now is UUeUHa A DU 

Rish^who, somehow— and I believe for all the practical reasons 
of modem hfe — wouldn’t wear a veil or a long dress. And 
“H 0 ff r „ w S miai wh0 TOnWnt happen to 

Wc ? nn 8 scarves and long dresses ft not in 
rtseff a mark of faith. American women are not the only ones who 
don’t wear them but so are others on a few more comments. 

44 ° f Mterity, intelligence and wit to recognise the 

evil m vour society and haw. tiw mne ^ 




and all we have here is a 
seems so restless. 


bsttfing and defiant (or ft it?) that 


V. Wahbefr 
Amman 1 - 


Shattered 


To foe Editor: 


TM. shattered! I’ve just found out that women rve u-j ™! 
admired foe past 25 years are not “aood”^ ^Mnrimw «£!? 


don’t wear the fagab! To tfank tofcis “inagjhr 

feUow Amencan! Imagine, Lmight have «mtmued th* ™-^>c 

yeara making dtesamemistake.NowI know — 

Thanks Ms. YaghTfar flfe.“enBgbteiiment”t 


Ams^iiir 
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Mental health may play key role in surviving, preventing cancer 


* 


By Ct ft a fa e Am* 

Rotor 

■LONDON -r* Thfere is growing 

cvKicnce that emorioc*] bexi£h e 
as important at medical treat- 
ment and Ijfcstjfe m detemMsc 
not only a penoa's dunces of 
sarvrabg sneer, bet of getting 
the daase in fos Am pace. 

Penontfily, in particular so- 
called ‘Type-A” characteristics 
such as aggresses, bsakwg been 
Indeed to heart disease. Bat doe- 
tan were more reluctant to 
associ ate gaotionsl statu with 
tumour growths, which involve a 
comp l ic at ed breakdown of the 
Ainmnuc system. 

In the h ^foor aaoi3fha, ]howeif- 
cr, two weS-recciwed studies have 
been published that found 
women with breast cancer lived 
longer if they nndennmt group 
therapy or drmomrr i te d a fight- 
ing spirit against die disease. 

More controversial were three 
large-scale studies done in West 
Germany and Hungary that 
found personality traits and 
stressful rvcuu were six t im e s 
more likely to am tribute to a 


person’s Hkcbbood of 


tends, or any ofoer.mefoad or 


physical factors. 
' The studies k 


The f yfl r rr jd ,i i i T ‘ 1 ! ted 
proge people as those who tend 
to be cwm-cooperstive, unasser- 
tive, over-patient and oon flict- 
tvokftjg, all attribute* which 
puke me vulnerable to p f irw 
These studies, pohfished over 
the msi 10 yean, were designed 
by Dr. Ronald Orossartb- 
Miriccfc. a Yoeoslay nxychologitt 
now working m Hdddberg, nd 
at first received scant attention in 
the Western world. 

fine Grosmrth-Mafkek gained 
eonwdrr aMc cred&Sizy-m rec en t 
years from the supp o rt of Dr. 
Hans Eysenck*, founder of the 
U n i vers i ty of London’s Institute 
of Psychiatry awl a werid-re- 
aowned psychologist. 

Last year the two res ea rc h ers 
pubiisbed a study of 8S0 random- 
ly chosen people who, on the 
basis of personality tests, were 
divided into fonr groups — those 
thought to be su s cepti b le to can- 
cer or to heart. disease and those 


who did not show the factors 
associated with the two diseases, 
bat differed in other, way*. . 

They divided in the same way 
■ another group of more than 1,000 
people who Buffered from 
maracd stress, and followed up 
both groups ten years later. 

Of the randomly selected sam- 
ple, 17.4 per cent of the people 
identified as cancer-prone had 
died of cancer, compared with no 
cancer deaths in the latter two 

people under stress, 
38.4 per cent or the cancer-prone 
died of cancer, compared with 
less than two per cent of the 
groups without heart or cancer- 
prone personalities. 

There were significantly more 
cancer deaths in the cancer-prone 
samples than coronary deaths 
among those characterised as sus- 
ceptible to heart disease. 

These results have very pro- 
found social mid medical con- 
sequences,” Eysenck tokl a re- 
cent London confere nc e on can- 
cer and the mind. “One of our 
problems is., .how to make use of 


this knowledge.” 

Eysenck could not explain why 
personality plays a parr m tumour 
growth, winch a one reason many 
doctors remain cautious about 
i nt erpr etin g the results of the 
studies. 

Some cancer specialists warn 
that, without more knowledge, 
such studies could do more harm 
than good. 

“One of the first questions 
cancer patients tend to ask is *ts 
tins my feidt,”’ said Dr. Barrie 
CassBeth, director of the cancer 
control pro gramm e at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania hospital 
in the United States. 

T say ‘no h isn’t,’ because 
what else can I say? I don’t think 
we know nearly enough to say 
anything else. We don't want to 
add a burden of guilt on our 
p a t ien ts." 

Tt is terribly important that 
this evidence is dealt with very 
scientifically.” said one doctor at 
the London conference. 

“If the patient goes away think- 
ing that it’s aB right to smoke as 
long as I think straight* well, that 


would be terrible,” be said. 

Cancer specialists are more cn- 
couraged by studies showing that 
therapy and a positive attitude 
can play a critical role, when 
coupled with medical treatment, 
in helping cancer patients fight 
the disease. 

In one study by Eysenck and 
Grosaarth-Maticek, 100 people 
with cancer-prone personalities 
were s tu di e d, with SO ia therapy 
and 50 not. After 13 years, 16 of 
the non- therapy group had died 
of cancer and 21 had come down 
with the disease, while only 13 of 

the therapy group had developed 
cancer and none bad died. 

Doctors questioned the metho- 
dology of that research and were 
more impressed with a study pub- 
lished in October by researchers 
at Stanford University in Cali- 
fornia. 

The Stanford team studied 86 
women with termmal breast can- 
cer who were receiving tradition- 
al medical treatment. However, 
50 of die women also attended 
support group meetings led by a 
psychotherapist. 


These women lived an average 
of 36 months after the start of the 
study while those not in group 
therapy survived only 18 months. 
After ten years, only three of the 
86 were still alive, and they were 
all in the therapy group. 

Dr, David Spa^el, head of the 
Stanford researchers, said; “We 
were shocked when we saw the 
magnitude of the effect. We ex- 
pected no biological effect from 
the psychotherapy.’* 

The Stanford research was de- 
scribed by Dr. Jfrmmc Holland, 
chief psychiatrist of Sloan-Ke tier- 
ing hospital in New York, as “the 
first scientific study to show a 
change in survival from 
psychotherapy that is scientifical- 
ly sound.” 

Il was followed in December 
by a study from the Royal Mars- 
den hospital in London that 
women with breast cancer who 
responded with a fighting spirit or 
denial were significantly more 
likdy to be afore and well five, 10 
and 15 yean later than those 
patients who adopted fat a li stic or 
hopeless responses. 


Slaves of the 
wealthy 


New Zealand faces growing 
race problems on 150th birthday 
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By David State 
Rooter 

AUCKLAND, New 7 f **i/**(i — 
New Zealaadcrt celebrated the 
150th amuveamy of their mod- 
ern nation on Tuesday confront- 
ing growing racial problem* be- 
tween whites ud Maoris. 

Maori chief* fonuafly ceded 
sovereignty to Britain in. 1840 
. under the treaty of Waitangi, 
which guaranteed them own- 
ership of their lands and other 
sgn prized possessioas. 

It was intended as a pledge of 
Sp: gpodwiB between the mdjgcnons 

fw Maoris, who now make up 10 per 

1| caitofNew2Seaitedr*3.am0fiOD 
' J { population, and the majority of 
J European descent 
f i But 150 years later old wounds 

| have reopened. Maori tribes have 
' claimed mige tracts of land they 
say European settlors took ille- 
gally in me last century, fnelfing 
resentment among many "P»ke- 
has,” as white New Zealanders 
are called. . 

Whatiri hfikaere, secretary of 
1 the He Tana coafitkxo, said mere 
was Dothiqg to edetaate b ecaus e 
the government Sad never hon- 
rai oared -the- treaty, signed tn 
icili^Febniuyi, 1840. 

W*-* Explaining that He Tataa was 
,u Maori for “War Party,” she said: 
“We warn to deliver a riwUengn 
opoifi to the government to stop wasting, 
nod taxpayers’ money on 1990 
xcfo celebrations and honour the trea- 
9 vse ty of Waitangi. Then weTL cete- 
rfdrE brate.” 

-eitti: Labour Prime Minister Geof- 

irezte frey Palmer recently called for 
endl tiie complex issue of race and the 
treaty to be brought into the 
foL open. 

“What can look me naa 'ng 
under the cover of night can look 
jf B much less sinister in the light of 
_ sm , day. We need to bring the whole 
T*! 1 issue of race relations into the 
daylight,” Palmer said. “There is 
— ’ misunderstanding of treaty of 
Waitangi issues with the potential 
for hostility between races.” 

Twenty years after the treaty 
signing at Waitangi in New Zea- - 
land’s far north, British troops 
were fighting land wars with 
Maoris and by 1877 tiie govern- 
ment bad effectively tom it up. 

Today the treaty fics at the 
is ft* centre of s i mm e ri ng tension be- 


tween the races. 

Maoris have been hit hard by 
tt economi c ro cesno n, sufferi n g 
unemployment well above the 
national rate. They also free so- 
cW problems such «fal|b level of 
Maoris in prim nd the poor 
performance of many Maori chil- 
dren at school. 

Maori militancy baa grown 
over land rights. In 1978 activists 
occupied Bastion Point, a park in 
Auckland, to de man d its return. 
Pofice broke op the o ccup at i on . 

In 198S, the newly elected 
Labour government changed the 
law to allow Maori tribes to lodge 
claims for any land they believe 
has been taken Okgafiy since 
1840. 

“What can look 
menacing under the 
cover on night can 
look much less sinis - 
ter in the light of day. 
We need to bring the 


Qy,” said Bob Martin, farmer 
patron of the One New Zealand 
foundation. “Unless this.. .is 
addressed, the anger and (fivjbum 
will continue to grow and fester.” 

Martin recently left the group, 
saying H had been taken over by 
right-wing extrem ists. 

Maoris have regained bastion 
point and a deal has been struck 
giving .a Maori agency a share of 
the nation’s fishing rights, to be 
phased in over a number of years. 

But Maoris are frustrated over 
the sknvpace of doling with 
claims. The tribunal has the 
tricky task of establishing 
whether a tribe was robbed of 
land or simply sold it to the 
government under a danse in the 
treaty, losing their right to re- 
claim it. 

Last December, Palmer 
announced measures to dear a 
backlog before the Waitangi tri- 
bunal and decide the last da™ 
within 10 yean. The tribunal, a 
five-member body of Maoris and 
ffcfcehas, advises the govern- 
ment, which then the final 
decisions. 
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whole Issue of race dedskms. 

fiy- : 

jjpM ” record, saying that addressing 

® griev an ces datu^ back to the last 

" ‘ century would never be easy. 

Settlers confiscated much . “Any way through those issues 
Maori territory in the land wars 5 * rau ^ 1 5 ™®. y md a 

and later in the 19th century, degree of anguish and we re not 
Maoris now want that land back ft y®L he said. ^But I 

and have gone to tiie Waitangi think we’re coming through it 
tribunal, which m earlier Labour P rctt 5 r wc “- 


Settlers confiscated much 
Maori territory in the land wars 
and later in the 19th century. 
Maoris now want that land back 
and have gone to tiie Waitangi 
tribunal, which tt eariter Labour 
government set up to judge 

fhlHlW 

Despite the government's 
efforts to tell tiie nation that 
Maoris can daim only stale-own- 
ed land, unease has grown among 
some while New Zealanders wor- 
ried that they could lose their 


A reconstruction of the riguing of tiie treaty. Leonard C. Mitchell, 1901-1971. 


Homosexuals ‘acquitted’? Vision is racist 


Racial tension has rarely 
turned into violence and New 
Zealand's profaiems remain mod- 
cst compared with those faced by 
many other countries. Bat critics 
say the government lias opened a 
Pandora's box of duns that 
could stoke, rather than soothe, 
tensions. 

“As the fishing and land damn 
poured in, there was a feeling of 
concern and anger among modi 
of the population in this coon- 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Fewer 
homosexual American men are 
developing AIDS than had been 
projected, a government resear- 
cher says, but new cases among 
intravenous ding users are grow- 
ing as had been e xp ected. 

Mitchell H. Gail, a National 
Cancer Institute. epidemiologist, 
said a new study mows the num- 
ber of reported AIDS cases 
among gay men began dedining 
around the middle of 1987, 
around tiie time that tiie anti- 
AIDS drug AZT and other AIDS 
therapies came into wide use. 

The study shows about 36 per 
cent fewer gay men have de? 


vefoped AIDS than had been 
projected by the public health 
service. At the same time, AIDS 
cases among intravenous drag us- 
ers have been progressing as pro- 
jected. 

“ A l t ho ug h we don't have good 
data yet, it’s a reasonable guess 
that they are not being treated as ' 
intensively as thqy should be,” 
Gail said, referring to IV drag 
users who arc infected with tiie 
AIDS virus. 

The federal Centres for Dis- 
ease Control, which tracks re- 
ported AIDS cases, is reassessing 
its projections. 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Blades 
are nearly twice as likely as 
whites to have' vision problems 
that cannot be corrected with 
glasses, according to a study of 
more than 5,300 city residents 
over age 40, researchers have 
said. 

James M. Tielsch and Dr. 
Alfred Sommer of the Wilmer 
Eye Institute at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital said they cannot explain 
the difference between tire races. 

The study defined impair ment 
as vision of 20-40 and tejpl blind- 
ness as vision of 20-200. 

The study of 2,918 whites and 
2^95 Macks found visual impair- 


ment in 22 per cent of the whites 
and 3.94 pet cent of the blacks. 
Qf the whites, .43 per cent were 
legally Mind, co mp ared to 1.02 
per cent of the blades. 

The survey also found what 
Hebdi and Sommer called a sur- 
prising number of blacks and 
whites who had vision problems 
even with the glasses they were 
wearing when tested. 

“The good news is that two- 
thirds to three-quarters of those 
were correct a ble, that is they 
could move out of tire visual 
impairment category just by the 
provision of the proper pair of 
spectacles,” he said. 


By Martin Wright 

LONDON, Britain — A hundred 
and fifty years after Londoner, 
William WUberfore e . led a suc- 
cessful campaign to ban the slave 
I trade from British lands, 
thousands of Third World women 
are working in conditions of vir- 
tual slavery in London, due to an 
anomaly in British immigration 
laws. 

Under the law, foreigners com- 
ing to Britain are allowed to bring 
their own servants. However, the 
servants themselves — usually 
domestic maids — are not given 
work permits by the immigration 
authorities. 

Instead, they are admitted only 
on six-month visitor’s visas which 
specify that they are working for 
a named employer. Once the visa 
runs out, they have no legal right 
to remain m the countiy. In 
effect, this means that they have 
no rights under U.K. employ- 
mem legislation, and it leaves 
them wide open to exploitation. 

“The whole family 
used to shout at me 
and sometimes beat 
me if I made the 
smallest mistake. 
Even the children 
would spit in my face 
and pull my hair. I 
had to work until 
two in the morning, 
and then I wasn’t 
even allowed my 
own room, but had 
to sleep on the floor 
outside the bath- 
room door. I was 
supposed to receive 
a regular monthly 
salary, but most 
months they gave me 
nothing at all.” 


Most of fhdre aSrcited are from 
the Philippines, although others 
come from countries like India, 
Sri Lanka, West Africa, Col- 
ombia and Brazil. While tiie 
majority of employers are from 
the Middle East, others come 
from Hong Kong, Africa and 
Latin America. 

Typical of the trea t ment meted 
oat is that suffered by Sally, a 
dressmaker from Manila. She 
worked for the family of a gov- 
ernment minis ter m Abu Dhabi; 
they brought her with them to 
London last year. 

“The whole family used to 
shorn at me and sometimes beat 
me if I made the smallest mis- 
take,” Sally told me. “Even the 
children would spit in my face 
and poll my hair. I had to work 
until two in the morning, and 
then I wasn’t even allowed my 
own room, but had to sleep on 
the floor outside die bathroom 
door. I was supposed to receive a 
regular monthly salary, but most 
months they gave me nothing at 
all.” 

Locked in the house every 
daubing fr^anl 


ing her anu and pelvis as she feD. 

Sally's story is one of hundreds 
of similar examples, according to 
Sister Margaret Healy, who helps 
run the Commission for Filipino 
Migrant Workers (CFMW). 

“The pattern is very similar. 
Their wages are withheld, they 
are kept under lock and key and 
sometimes they are beaten and 
sexually abused," she says. 
“They are hardly ever allowed 
out of the bouse on their own, 
and are forbidden to make 
friends wit^s other Filipinas.'’ 

Sister Margaret adds that even 
“good” employers can start mis- 
treating their servants when they 
realise that they don't have any 
legal papers. ' 

An added irony is that many of 
the women involved are profes- 
sionally qualified, recruited from 
their home countries by agents 
who promise them handsome 
salaries working at their profes- 
sions overseas. It is often only on 
being met at the airport by their 
employer that they are told 
they’ll be working as maids. By 
that time, they might have paid as 
much as US$1 ,200 in commission 
to the recruiting agent — a sum 
which most have struggled to 
collect. 

One Filipina who applied for a 
job as a civil engineer in Kuwait 
was told on arriving that “I don’t 
employ women as engineers. If 
you want to stay, you'll have to 
work as a maid.” Already in debt 
to the recruiting agency, she had 
little choice but to stay. 

The agencies often recruit in 
rural areas of the Philippines, 
where famili es struggling to make 
a living as smallholders or planta- 
tion workers are enthusiastic ab- 
out tiie prospect of having a daug- 
hter sending money home from a 
well-paid job abroad. In order to 
pay the agent’s commission, they 
frequently have to sell one of 
their buffaloes or a portion of 
til ear land. 

Among the 200 or so servants 
who have been helped by CFMW 
and its campaigning affiliate, 
Kalayaan, is Maria, a former 
sales giri from the island of Min- 
danao in the Philippines. 

She was promised a monthly 
salary of US$200 workirm for a 
Saudi minister in Riyadh. In prac- 
tice, she rarely received the 
money. After three years in Saudi 
Arabia, during which she was 
routinely beaten and abused by 
her employer, she was brought to 
London. After hearing about the 
CFMW through a friend, she 
summoned up the courage to 
leave the house. 

But now, Kke every other for- 
mer servant who came in on a 
viator’s visa, Maria is effectively 
an illegal immigrant. The CFMW 
tries to find alternative work for 
women like Maria and Sally. 

However, as solicitor Naseem 
Khan of Paddington Law Centre, 
which has helped support of the 
domestic workers, points out, 
what is really needed is a change 
in the law which would give all 
servants proper legal recognition 

— however they were brought 
into the U.K. 

“These people should be given 
work permits like anyeme else 
coming to work in Britain,” she 
explains. “These could be valid 
for periods of, say, one year, 
after which theyM have to be 
renewed. But the important thing 
is that workers wouldn’t be tied 
to one particular employer.” 

— Panes features. 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 
Abdel Hamid Sbsraf- Street 

Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 7B06 
Amman.- Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


CROWN 
INTPL EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, stotaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


I THE NAME fes 
| YOU TRUST f l 

TOP QUALITY 

Vk. HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 


STUDIO BA1G 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
*hm 30% torpor • 

• From onimrpo- 
mamnt 20 x 30 cm 


Slide film - 
Processing by 

Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at - 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

.Tel : 633418. 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


00 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821722 


'EASTERN' 


DOOR -TO -DOOR SERVICES. 

HVTBtNAnONAL FORUU4RDNG. 

AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 

m. 621 775 FAX 656 2TO A 
S^TU. 23523 PCti -81S4>tLj& 

■Kv AMMAN- JORDAN . MM 
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STUDIO - ONE BBMOOM 
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Resonable Rates 
@828 717' 

Granada House 
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West German 
trade surplus 


tops Japanese 


BONN (R) — West Germany 
announced a record trade surplus 
for 1989 Friday, put t in g Europe's 
dominant economic power ahead 
of Japan for die first time since 
the 1970s. 

Official data showed West Ger- 
many’s exports surged last year as 
demand intensified for its quality 
en_ -eering goods. 

Bonn’s trade surplus jumped 
five per cent to 134.7 billion 
marks ($81 billion) in 1989. 
Japan’s 1989 trade surplus was 
$77 trillion. 

But economists said West Ger- 
many may not wear its laurels for 
long once economic onion with 
Bast Germany, a goal the Bonn 
government is rapidly pressing 
for, is realised. 

“Well see a significant drop in 
the surpluses because of East 
Germany,” said Ulrich Hom- 
brecher, German economist at 
Westdentsche Landesbank 
Girozentrak in Duesseldorf. 

East Germany’s citizens, who 
have suffered for years from con- 
sumer goods shortages, will soon 
start e quip p in g themselves from 
scratch. They would probably 
start coming to West Germany to 
buy consumer goods which are 
not made here. 

Tint would swell West Ger- 
many’s imports and curb its fore- 
surpluses. “Many of the 
they want, like electronic 
s, are not made hoe and will 
imported," said Hombrecher. 

Such imports could slice West 
Germany’s 1990 trade surplus by 
up to 20 bfltion marks ($12 bil- 
lion), said Warren Oliver, an 
econo mi st at U.K. brokers Phil- 
lips and Drew. 

West Germany’s 1989 current 


account surplus, which includes 
services such as bac'Jng and in- 
surance as well as goods, rose 16 
cent to 99.1 trillion marks 
r __ billion). 

Bonn last had a bigger current 
account surplus than Japan m 
1976, when a home ofl pace rise 
cut Japan’s surplus. 

Tokyo, which faces continued 
mriflign from trading partners, 
expects its trade surpluses to fall 
this year. 


But economists at the Paris- 
based Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) think-tank say the 
Japanese surplus will rise again in 
1990 after falling in 1989. 

Dxesdner Bank economist Rolf 
Schneider said West Germany’s 
monthly trade surpluses were 
already dwindling in the last three 
months erf 1989 because of East 
Germans moving here. 

More than 300,000 East Ger- 
mans settled in West Germany 
last year and more are coming at 
a rate of op to 3,000 a day. 

The Federal Statistics Office 
said West Germany’s large trade 
surpluses meant that the powerful 
West German mark should be 
revalued against other European 
currencies. However, European 
go v er nm ents oppose any such 
move. 


An statistics office official, 
Siegfried Guckes, told journalists 
West Germany's trade surpluses 
were especially large with France, 
Italy and Britain. He gave no 
details. 

West Germany’s trade surplus 
with all EC countries rose 40 per 
cent to 114.5 billion mark* m 
1989. 


Israel Times 
finds financier 


TEL AVIV (R) — A Hamburg- 
based Jewish financier has con- 
ditionally agreed to invest about 
$5 millio n in new Israeli En glish - 
language newspaper ran by for- 
mer Jerusalem Post staff, news- 
paper sources said Friday. 

They said an Israeli repre- 
sentative of businessman 
Eduoard Seronssi signed a 
memorandum of underatanding 
last week with former Post em- 
ployees to launch the new daily 
called the Israel Times. 

Sexoussi agreed to cover up to 
80 per cent of the start-up cost, 
projected at about $6-5 million, 
on condition that an Israeli pub- 
lishing house buys a minority 
stake, they said. 

They reported talks with three 
Hebrew-language newspapers for 
use of a p r intin g press and admi- 
nistrative services. 

Former Post managing editor 
David Landau will be editor of 
the Times, which is expected to 
start publication in April. 

Thirty senior editors and repor- 
ters last month left the influential 
Post, Israel's only English-lan- 
guage daily, in a dispute with the 
publisher appointed by the pap- 
er’s new Canadian owners, Con- 
rad Black’s Holfinger Inc media 
chain. 

The staff accused publisher 
Yehuda Levy of interfering in 
editorial operations and wanting 


to give the liberal daily a rightist 
editorial line which would not be 
critical of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. 


Levy denied that and said he 
wanted a balanced newspaper. 

The mass circulation daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth said Seronssi, 
60, was raised in Sudan and immi- 
grated to Israel after the founding 
of the Zionist state in 1948. 

He ran a successful textile 
empire in Africa before shifting 
to banking and financial opera- 
tions in Europe • in the 1950s. 

Seronssi, who shuns publicity, 
later expanded his business in- 
terests to South America and the 
United States, Yedioth said. 

The daily said he financed the 
political comeback of Ezer Weiz- 
man in the 1984 general election 
campaign. Wemnan, now science 
minister, beaded the small Yahad 
Party that later merged with the 
dovish Labour Party. 

The Jerusalem Post announced 
Friday it had named N. David 
Gross as editor to replace Erwin 
Frenkel, whose resignation in 
December prompted die walkout 
by the 30 staffers. 

The British-born Gross, 66, 
joined the Post in 1950. He was 
brought back from retirement to 
become managing editor amid 
the turmoil at the Post last 
month. 


EC protests U.S. 
cheap wheat sales 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community's (ECs) top 
farm official voiced concern Fri- 
day over aggressive competition 
by the United States to export 
subsidised wheat. 

EC Farm Commissioner Ray 
Macsharry took the unusual step 
of issuing a statement saying he 
was worried about the way 
Wash in g to n was using subsidised 
fates to compete unfairfy. 

He “expressed deep concern 
over recent trade initiatives by 
the U.S. government in die cere- 
als sector,” the statement said. 

It singled out sates to Tunisia 
last week. An official said the 
United States has sold 50,000 
tonnes at a subsidised price of 
$130 per tonne, white the EC 
price to Tunisia is $142. 

“The commission will follow 
developments closely to see 
whether tins was an isolated op- 
eration or whether it constitutes 


the beginning of a new aggressive 
export on die part of die U-S-,” 
the statement said. 

Macshany stressed he would 
take steps to safeguard the Com- 
munity’s interests cm die world 
market but did not say bow. 

The EC runs a system of so- 


called export refunds to bridge 
aalEC 


the gap between high internal 
prices, and lower wortd prices. 


An official said die latest U.S. 
move was s urpri s in g as the mar- 
ket was buoyant at the moment, 
so Washington should have no 
need to resort to such tactics. 


Washington has made frequent 
statements deploring the use of 
subsidies to help exporters as the 
world’s biggest trading nations 
jockey for position ahead of the 
General Agree men t on Tariffe 
and Trade (GATT) world trade 
talks finale in Brussels in De- 
cember. 


Satmfo, February 10, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


03. dollar 
Pound Stexfiag 
p flUK i wngfc 
Swiss franc 


_ __ Reach franc 116.1 1173 

Wr 8(11 Japanese tea (for 100) 455.1 459.7 

659.0 665.0 Dutch gofldcr 3503 3533 

1117-8 1129.0 Smxfish crown 106.1 1093 

3953 3993 B*&a 

442.0 446.4 Belgian fame < 


(for 100) 53.1 53.6 

nc (for 10) 188.6 1903 


Moscow to cut meat output 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union will cot back meat produc- 
tion because it has ran out of 
grain to feed its cattle, the Com- 
munist Party daily Pravda re- 
ported Friday. 

The newspaper quoted Vla- 
dilen Nikitin, dhamnan of the 
Commission for Food and Pro- 
curements, who made the re- 
marks before the Communist 
Party's Central Committee 
Wednesday. 

“Today the situation is like this 
— there is no grain,” Nikitin said 
according to Pravda. 

He was responding to com- 
plaints by Ukr aini an Prime 
Minister Vitaly Masol, who said 
there was not enough grain to 
feed cattle in his republic, the 
breadbasket of the nation. 

R was more bad news for soviet 
consumer* who already face meat 
rationing in many parts of the 
country. Food shortages have led 
to widespread dissatisfaction, rec- 
ognised by officials as a major 
cause of pessimism about Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev's peres- 
troika reforms. 

Nikitin said state pro- 
curements of grain after the 
1989 harvest were lower than 
planned and Moscow had not 
succeede d in buying an additional 
five million tonnes of grain 
abroad, implying there was no 
foreign currency to pay for it. 

“There is no grain because 


there is no money,” NDritin told 
the committee. 

“It remains to me only to take 
one decision, and that is to re- 
duce deliveries of meat,” he 
noted. 

NDtitin’s commission, essep- 
tiafiy rtw agriculture minis- 
try, replaced die old Gosagrop- 
rom agricultural bureaucracy 
abolished last year. - 

The Soviet grain harvest was 
up to 211.1 million tonnes, 
matching the 1987 harvest, the 
highest since a record 237 million 
tonnes in 1978. 

But state procurements in 1989 
dropped to 59 mflfion tonnes, the 
lowest since 1964.' This grain, 
which is redistributed by Moscow 
to the republics, was not enough 
to go around, the Ukrainian 

prime minister mid. 

“Tomorrow die country will be 
without eggs, because this is a 
state enterprise, and without 
meat we will simply have to 
Aw. lwa w our state deliver- 
ies of fodder were reduced by 25 
per cent,” Masol told the com- 
mittee, according to Pravda. 
Western diplomats said they 


may maaf * some farmers kept 
more grain for themselves to feed 
then 1 cattle. 

Soviet grain imparts, which 
must be prid for in hard cmreacy, 
wore 36 million tonnes in 1989, a 
million tonnes more than in 1988. 

Recently the Kremfin has been 
having trouble 

schedules, although a Soviet offi- 
cial in Washington Thursday said 
Moscow had resolved its credit 
problems. 

Mikhail Ageyev, vice-president 
of the Soviet grain trading agency 
Eip os tkhfeb , said 16 mifflnn tOU - 
nes of gram were waiting to be 
TTTiif»rt«-d in Soviet ports due to 
transport problems. 

And fa a remark contrasting 


sharply with Nikitin's s t atem e nts . 


thought transportation bot- 
tlenecks and fuel shortages 


winch plagued the harvesting also 
depressed state purchase of grain 
from fan ne rs last year. 

But there were reports of fod- 
der shortages before the harvest 
and the low state pr oc u re m ents 


Ageyev said Moscow was in no 
hurr y to buy more. 

Soviet meat production last 
year was 20 million tonnes, up 
slightly from 19.7 million tonnes 
in 1988, according to die State 
Committee far Statistics. 

But average co n s ump tion of 
meat was just 67 kilogrammes per 
Soviet citizen, mduding fat, for 
the entire year. 

“People are not interested in 
concepts, in theories — they need 
bread, wrilk^ transporta- 

tion. This is understandable,” 
Alexander Yakovlev, a member 
of foe ruling Pofitburo, told CBS 
evening news in Moscow 
Thursday. 


Poland asks for debt freeze 


WARSAW (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Tadeusz Mazowiedri asked 
Friday fra- 17 creditor govern- 
ments to let Poland immediately 
suspend payments and then 
freeze its $40 billkm foreign debt 
Mazowiedri's request precedes 
a meeting nett week of the Paris 
Club, the international organisa- 
tion representing most of Po- 
land’s foreign government credi- 
tors. The meeting is to coordinate 
debt relief for the new Solidarity^ 
led government 
Poland has been paying about 
Sl-SbOiion annually to service its 
foreign debt, the largest in East- 
ern Europe. The payments con- 
sume nearly all of Poland’s net 
export earnings, leaving tittle 
money to invest in the country's 
dilapidated industry. 

Mazowiecki’s request was 
made in a letter to cre di tor s . 

- “The tetter says we are at the 
moment introducing a very diffi- 
cult economic reform program- . 
me,” said gov ernm ent spokes- 
man Zbigniew Augustynowicz. 


“It is underlined that the suc- 
cess of this p rogramme will have 
a deep significance not only for 
Poland but for the whole of 
Europe,” he added. 

The Paris Club, winch gathers 
occasionally in the French capital 
to consider debt reschedulings, is 
expected to consider Poland’s 
debt problems Wednesday. 

According to Angnstynowicz, 
the letter asks that c r ed i tor s: 

— Permit Poland to suspend all 
paym ents, in te re st and 


osal would take $5 billion in 
payments due in the next two 
years and stretch them over 10 
years. 

However, Mazowieckfs tetter 
seeks more fund am en tal relief. 

Most of Poland’s debt was 

mwwimlatBri Airing the 1970s by 
the c ommunist g n a wer mn mt imfar. 
former party leader Edward 
Gierek. 

In the 1970s, Polish authorities 
borrowed and spent Western 


principal, for 1989 and 1990. 
— Freeze 


the debt at its pre- 
sent leveL 

— Seek a long-term solution to 
the Polish debt problem such as 
outright debt reduction. 

The letter also suggests that the 
Paris Chib create a working 
group to deal with long-range 
problem, be said. 

Last month, a U.S. finance 
official, David Mulford, said the 
Paris Qnb was expected to offer 
Poland a “magnanimous” res- 
tructuring of its debt. The prop- 


money freely on investment pro- 
jects as well as food and consum- 
er goods, an attempt to win pub- 
lic affection. Later governments 
acknowledged that much of the 
money was wasted. 

When Poland’s economy went 
into a tailspin in the late 1970s, 
the country was no longer able to 
keep up payments. 


President Wojdech Ja razdski 
last week described Poland's debt 
as “the greatest impediment to 


the full start and development of 
tfie economy.” 


Japan, Iran end major project 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan and Iran 
have formally terminated a war- 
damage d multi- billion-doUar 
joint petrochemical project in 
southern Iran, following pay- 
ments by five Japanese com- 
panies, officials said Friday. 

The two sides ended the 19- 
year-okl project with payments of 
130 Mlion yen ($900 mflfian) by 
the J apanese side, Koichiro Ejixi, 
president of Japan’s Mitsui Co., 
and Ahmad Rahgozar, head of 
bran’s National Petrochemical 
Co., said in a joint statement 

“We expect this will contribute 
to smooth relationships between 


the two countries, and we fed 
relieved as major promotion of 
the project,” the two executives 
said. 


The payment, by five com- 
panies in the Mztkn group, was to 


compensate Tran for its spending 
on the pit 


project after Japan stop- 
ped funding it in 1981, a Mitsui 
official said, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Of the 130 billion yen, Mitsui 
paid about 78 billion yen ($538 
million) and the remainder was 
divided among the other com- 
panies according to the amount 
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each invested in the project, the 
official said. 

The five companies are esti- 
mating their losses from the ven- 
ture and will daim insurance 
from the ministry of int ernat ional 
trade and industry (MITI) said 
another Mitsui official, also 
speaking on condition of anony- 
uiit y. 

MITI offers ipsnrance for over- 
seas ; investment by Japanese com- 
panies. 

The ministiy is sending repre- 
sentatives to Ban in April to see 
the factory and determine the 
amount of insurance to be paid to 
the companies, the nationally 
c i r c ulated newspaper Yomiuri 
Simbnn reported Friday. MITT 
officials declined to comment on 
the report 

Japan and Iran invested 600 
billion ($4.1 billion) in the 50-50 
joint venture. 
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D0E5 A 6RAMA\A HAVE THE 
| RIGHT TO CRITICIZE A GRANDCHILD, 
OR SHOULD SHE CRITICIZE THE 
KID'S MOTHER WHO, OF COURSE.) 
IS HER OWN CHILD? 


IN MV OPINION, I DON'T 
THINK SHE DOES, AND I THINK 
I’M G0IN6 TO TBXHER^ 


“A lot of men are attracted to 
this one. It smells like 
French fry grease.” 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each aquare, to farm 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


r 


RUYLS 


rnmum 

■ 

■ 


*VI9Bl 


1 NYPOH 



• 

■■ 


STYJUL 



MB 


TRALFE 



MB 


he makes 
His Hiring 


A lot Of 
people found 
out— to Thalr . 



ANY MAN WHO 
SURVIVES BY“POINS 
NOTH MS* IS PRO 0A5LY 
RE4LLYP0IN&THIS. 


didn't Yoo send Your. 
INCOME TAX REPORT r- 

>y / FIGURE IT 
f OUT/ NOBODY 

■ tvim v.wia help me/ 


[tLX. HELP ^ 
lYoui NOW— 

what's Your 

AVERAGE 

INCOME? 


NO.NOjYbufe 
INCOME/— 

did you. 

HAVE ANY 
BUSINESS 
TRANSACTIONS 
KjM 1947? 


I BOUGHT 
A DOS 
FOR *5 

ft ft ft TV T 
* 

SOLD 
HIM! 


V WHAT \S 
DiD VfoU V/H 
SELL 
niwi 
FOR? 



FOR 
CHEWING 
UP THE 
HJRNrrURE/j 



^1 


Now arrange the circled lettara to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the atoow cartoon. 


Print answer here : [YJI XXI 

Pv -/Pv -/TV. 

( Answer s Monday 

Jumbles: PIETY RAPID UNPAID STYLUS 


Answer How many a “chedwecT earner ends up— 
IN A STWPH> SUIT 


EN3DVM3LIR 
RBJNION, PET. 
H_EREl S\OUR 
SPENDINS 
' /riONEY- 




A FIVER WON’T 
GO VERY FAR, 
FIO -GANTT, 
\OU‘_ 

ABrr/MORE: 


(MORE 7 
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Samaranch arrives Wednesday 


By Mboob Fitt wy 

SpeoW to ribr Jordan Tfcnes 

AMMAN — Hb Royal 
Highness Own Prince Ha* 
san, the honorary pcewSeat of 
the Jordan Otymnc Commit- 
tee (JOC), wffl Ttwntiay re- 
ocave presufeox of *e fatenuk- 
tional Olympic Cowmilttfc 
(TOO) Joan Antonio Samar- 
anch who will facMcompanferi 
by President of the Asian 

Olympic Committee Sfedfch 
Faftd AI Ahmad Al Sabah. 

The JOC has oadertakea the 
necessary aarapgcrocatt to re- 
cave Samaranm wbo is sche- 
duled to stive at Qosea Alia 
International Airport 
Wednesday. 

Official talks will begin 


rioj- 

po me s p oecbca win be deh- 
wered and JOC member Dr. 
.Mohammad Hajodan wifl re- 
new Jordan's Olympic sport- 
ins adrievtawsrts, JOC Secret- 
ary General Aba Nowwar wili 
laser present a working paper. 
A press con fe rence is ache- 
doled to be held at Plaza Hotel 

Thursday at 06:30 pjn. The 
nests will leave Jordan 


Joan Samaranch, who bdd 
the poet of IOC iprcndoK in 
1980, is a Spanish national 
bom in 1928. He served as 
Spain's ambassador to the 
Soviet Union and held the post 
of president of the Spanish 
Olympic Committee. 


li 
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KEEP CONTROL BY RETAINING ENTRIES 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

• K MS Z 

'? 0 7 5 

:* 1 5 3 

* S6Z 

west east 

* A9 «Qit74 

T J 4 3 7 9 6 

: J 9 0QN4 

4KQJ 30 7 4+A95 
SOUTH 
*43 

‘v A 1C 10 f 2 

.0 A K a 6 2 

4 3 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

17 2 * Pass 3 4 

3 *> Paw 4 7 Pass 

Pan Pas 

Opening lead; King of 4 
Should you draw trumps first or 
go about setting np your side-suit 
tricks? tr you have a lot of enemy 
cards to force out, it is usually cor- 
rect to delay drawing trumps. 

West's jump to four hearts, even 
in the face of. partner's strong bid- 
ding, was the height of optimism. 
After all, South did not open with a 
demand bad and North held only 
one sure working card— and . no 
ruffing value. 


Declarer ruffed the second round 
of dubs and cashed the ace-king of 
rfj— month before surrendering a 
trick in that suit as West discarded 
the nine of spades. Sooth ruffed the 

dub return rod led s spade, uken 
by West's ace. Another club, pre- 
senting a u&dett ruff-staff, now 
coApteted declarer's downfall. 
Ruffing in band or high on the table 
vouk! have been fruitless, so declar- 
er erkd the table's seven. East's nine 
of beam forced declarer to overru/T 
with the ten. and South tried to ipU 
ottf the hoots by cashing the ace- 
king. The end result was down 
three. 

For the contract to succeed, de- 
clarer needed to find West with the 
are of spades and 3-2 breaks in both 
red suits. After ruffing the second 
trick, declarer should have immedi- 
ately diwM a diMHHnd- Declarer 
can niff the dub return and must 
then kad a spade. West can grab the 
spade and farce declarer with anoth- 
er dub, but South is in control. 

The ace and king of hearts are 
«»d>gd , and the king of spades 
serves as an entry to dummy to use 
dm queen of tramps to draw the last 
enemy trump. Now declarer can re- 
turn to hand with a diamond and 
<•!■■■" the contract when that soil 
breaks favorably. 



le.Steutb 
17. Start of a 
i statement 

20 Ring octal 

21 Varva 

22 Ann 

23 Decorticate 

24 Dna. and only 

25 Passionate 
29 tend broker 

32 Room at — 

33 TkteJ flood 

34 Colk>kS 
36 Statefflont 

ccntimiM 

40 Mournful 

41 Musical group 

42 Pause 

43 Met one or 

the other et 
45 Exchanges * 

47 Sp. rtvar* 

48 Rad root '10 
48 Spring bloom 11 

52 St, Paul's 12 
. state: abbr. 13 

53 So, that's 111 13 

53 Conclusion of 19 

at ate nwnt 23 
80 Not any 

61 Dane* that 24 
takes two . 28 

62 Criddam 

S3 Terminates - 26 
84 Labor croup 
65 Denson and 77 


aaam aimaa 


■aaaHH aai 
■mm am 
aaam ama 


OWN Man IMS SmtoM. Inc. 

TMntar.Fnl.iMMi; 

ID Obliterate 

11 Chow — 

12 Eagte 

sas" 

19 Soring shrub 


24 Shad 
28 Lawn 


26 Carpenter and 
in idler 

27 Momriafa mat 
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Agassi defeats Annacone 


'Chris Evert 


Evert beats iff 
Navratilova 


SAN FRANCISCO (AF) - 
Second-seeded Andre Agassi de- 
fused the power-serving number 
eight seed Paul Annacone 6*4, 
6-2, to gain the semifinals of the 
$250,000 Volvo tenus-San Fran- 
cisco tournament. 

In Agassi's first tournament 
since early December, the 29- 
year old from Las Vegas used his 
trademark blazing ground strokes 
and a heavy top-spin lob to stop 
the Slst ranked Annacone from 
East Hampton, New York. 

Despite Annaconc't 11 aces, 
Agassi had no trouble breaking 
serve once in the first set and 
twice in the secon d . 

“I had a lot of confidence when 
he would miss a second serve and 
I got a second to hit," Agassi 


MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin (AP) 
— Chris Evert, who retired from 
tournament tennis last fall, won 
the final three games of the 
second set Friday night and beat 
long-time rival mid friend Marti- 
na Navratilova 6*3, 6-4 in an 
exhibition match at the Mil- 
waukee arena. 

Evert and Navratilova met 80 
times in tournaments beginning 
with their first match in 1973. 
Friday night’s match locked off a 
series of exhibitions with another 
scheduled Saturday in Dallas, 

Navratilova, who held a 43-37 
advantage over Evert in the 
tournament meetings including a 
14-8 advantage in Grand Slam 
events, jumped to a 2-0 first set 
lead. But Evert won a 15-minute 
third game that included six 
(fences and went on to win the 
following four games after that 
for a 5-2 lead. 

Navratilova held for 5-3, but 
Evert rallied from love-30 down 
on her serve to win the first set 
when Navratilova volleyed long 
oo set point. 

Navratilova also led in the 
seoond set 4-3. But after holding 
her serve for 4-4, Evert broke in 
the ninth game ami then held her 
serve to win the match, ending it 
with a volley at the set. 


“I faltered, 1 * Annacone, one of 
the game’s premier drip-and- 
charge players, said. "I got off 
the track. He returns so well so 
early that you get less time to 
play. It's difficult to defense 
against that.** 

Also advancing to the semifin- 
als were number five seeded Jim 
Grabb and unseeded Todd Whs- 


ken and Joey Rive. 

Jim Grabb played life number 
four seeded Christo van Rens- 
btag even — each won 101 points 
— but it was Grabb who won the 
last two in a third set tiebreaker. 

Witskcn also scored a mild 
upset by beating 7th seeded 
Richey Renebera 7-6. M. Wits- 
ken ranks 60th, Rencberg is 50th. 

Rive, at number 142 the lowest 
ranking player allowed straight 
into the draw, defeated Jimmy 
Arias 6-4, 6-2. Arias is number 
54. Earlier in the tournament be 
had upset 3rd seeded Kevin 
Omen. 

Rive was so excited about get- 
ting this far that his nerves were 
sapping his energy, he said. This 
will be the second semifinal of his 
five-year career. 

"The turning point was 4-all in 
the second,” Rive said, “He 
couldn’t put me away and 1 got a 
second wind. After that nothing 
could bother me.” 

The left-handed hander won 
five straight games, jumping to a 
3-0 lead in the third set which 
Arias could not overcome. 


Aston Villa keeps up pressure 
as Liverpool held at Norwich 


Tyson favoured to retain title 


TOKYO (AP) — For Evaoder 
Holyfield, it was a case of watch- 
ing and waiting. 

The top-ranked heavyweight 
contender was in Tokyo to ward) 
Mike Tyson defend his title 
against James “Buster” Douglas 
Sunday at the 63,000-scaf Tokyo 
Dome. 

Asked if he was nervous. Holy- 
field said: “No, I'm not fighting.” 


Holyfield, however, could be 
, excused if he was edgy about ihe 
outcome of the scheduled 12- 
round bout, slatted to begin at 
12 JO p.m. Tokyo time. 

“We’re rooting hard for Mike 
Tyson,” said Dan Duva, Holy- 
field’s promoter. 

Holyfield already is signed to 
challenge Tyson June 18 at Atlan- 
tic City, New Jersey, for a 


guaranteed $12 millio n, 

A Douglas victory would ne- 
cessitate new contract negotia- 
tions and almost certainly would 
cost Holyfield money. 

Should Douglas upset Tyson, a 
Douglas- Holyfield fight doesn’t 
figure to have the potential 
appeal of a Ty&on-Holyfield 
match, which would be a battle of 
unbeaten fighters. 

“If Tyson wins, (promoter) 
Don King will sign agreements 

which wifi main- Tyson-Holyfield 

the largest advance in dosed- 
dxant, pay-per-view fights in his- 
tory,” raid Shelly Finkel, a Holy- 
field adviser, who is handling the 
television sales for the bout. 

Tyson is an overwhelming 
favourite to beat the 29-year-old 
Douglas. 


LONDON (R)— Liverpool, wbo 
had a player sent off for the first 
time stoce 1987, saw their lead in 
the first division cut to 

one point when they were held to 
a 0-0 draw at Norwich on* 

Saturday. 

Swedish international defender 
Glenn Hysen was drarmsed six 
minutes after the break for a 
lun ging late tackle on Scotland 
striker Robert Fleck following a 
booking in die first half for a foul 
on ihe same player. 

Paul Walsh, now with Tot- 
tenham, was the last Liverpool 
player sent off in a 1967 league 
cup semifinal against Southamp- 
tion. 

England midfielder David Platt 
scored his 20th goal of the season 
to give Aston villa a 1-0 home 
win over Sheffield Wednesday, 
lifting his side to within a point of 
Liverpool with two games in 
hand. 

Liverpool have 50 points. Villa 
49 and champions Arsenal, who 
were inactive, 42, while Notting- 
ham Forest, who face Coventry in 
a league cop semifinal on Sunday, 
were joined on 39 by Tottenham, 
2-1 winners at Chelsea. 

Manchester United won their 
first league match in 12 outings, 
avoiding a drop into the relega- 
tion zone, when a Marie Hughes 
goal seven wimiiti*: from time 


gave them a 2-1 victory at fellow 
stragglers Mill wall. 

Another player was sent off in 
the first division, Teny Phelan of 
Wimbledon getting his marching 
orders after 40 minutes in his 
side's 1-1 draw at Manchester 
City. 

Norwich failed to avenge a 3-1 
•defeat at Anfield 10 days ago in 
an F.A. Cup fourth round replay 
despite facing only 10 men for 40 
minutes and have won only once 
in their last seven outings. 

Liverpool extended their un- 
beaten run to 15 matches in Peter 
Beardsley’s 100th appearance for 
the dub. 

Beardsley’s fellow England 
striker Gary Lineker, who scored 
a hat-trick in the 4-0 win over 
Norwich last Sunday, struck his 
19th goal of ttfc season one mi- 
nute from time to jive Spurs 
victory at Stamford Bridge. 

David Howells, who also 
scored on Sunday, put Tot- 
tenham in front with a header on 
the stroke of halftime, John Bum- 
stead equalising for Chelsea 14 
minutes after the break. 

Dean Saunders also scored his 
19th goal of the season in Derby’s 
2-0 home win over Queen’s Park 
Rangers, who lost for the first 
time in 10 matches since England 
coach Don Howe took charge 


following the departure of Trevor 
Francis. 

The former England striker, 
now a player with Sheffield 
Wednesday, was expected to cast 
an ominous shadow at VOla Park, 
where, he scored a hat-trick in 
Septcnffier when player-manager 
at Queens Park Rangers, Inflicting 
on Astern Villa their only defeat 
at home in the league so far this 
season. 

But Francis, who started the 
match on the substitutes* bench, 
made little impression as Villa 
won their sixth league match in a 
row and ninth straight at home. 

Welsh international Hughes 
had looked as though he might 
not come back for the second half 
at Mill wall after going off with a 
cut on the head shortly before 
halftime. 

But he returned to lead the 
fight back for United, who had 
fallen behind to a 27th minute 
goal by Dairen Morgan. Danny 
Wallace equalised in the 65th 
minute before Hughes netted the 
winner against the team United 
thrashed S-l at home in 
September. 

United rose two places to 15th 
in the table while Mill wall, wbo 
have won only once in their last 
18 league matches, stayed third 
from bottom. 


State resumes control of 
construction work for Olympics 


OSLO, Norway (AP) — A major 
reorganisation for better state 
control of costs associated with 
the 1994 Winter Olympics was 
announced Friday. 

There has been heated debate 
in Norway because costs esti- 
mates for the Olympics soared 
from the ($277 xmUkm) in 1983 to 
around $1.08 billion presented by 
die site committee late last year. 

Following a government meet- 


ing Friday, Culture Minister Ele- 
anors Bjartveit said that the state 
will now assume control of a new 
company responsible for the 
Olympic construction projects 
and control of costs. 

The dty of Iillehammer, the 
mam site of the games, will get 
majority say in another new com- 
pany to oversee the operation 
and subsequent use of the Olym- 
pic facilities. 


LiUehamer’s Olympic organis- 
ing company, under Gerhard 
Heiberg, had until now control- 
led all preparation for the games. 
The group re mains responsible 
for running the games, set for 
Feb. 12-27, 1994. 

Heiberg also will head a seven- 
member coordinating body that 
will be ultimately responsible for 
the games. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

‘GENERAL TENDENCIES: One °* enL 

of thil month's best days when you SCORPIO: (October 23. to. Nqvciu; 
can dissolve almost any opposition - ber 21) Let your family know those 
with a smite or Hod wont and private for increasing home 
make great headway with your conditions. Make a point to show 
moat desired project through in- more usual affection for your 
leH igent actions. male. 

ARIES.' (March 21 to April 19) Be. SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
prepared for changes in Dec em ber 21) Entertain and make 

friendships md social groups. This a sp e cial effort to bring more 
is the time to go on that interesting P^ Cl *** iie to your friends. Gain 

jaunt with your attachment. godd will of those who dwell be- 

TAW^to^JG. 

alone with those financial and buss- t Muu e 

ness plans of a resourceful assori- CAPRICORN: (December 22. to 
ate. Arrive at a new underetandinc January 20) Don’t allow overtime 
with family about ^^TS pn«*fcalmaners * keep yod from 
tcrests. being with good friends. Show 

ntMiNT- 91 to inn* *»i\ ettaamm you can organise your 

take in as many group activities as AQUARIU& (Jm , wry^ Febrn- 
nntrihte Delight your attachment *y W) Avoid demanji« and be 


your tore enjoys. Wends and aapwmtances. Take 

Mnrm nmiwKN- /w r> attachment today out to public or 
MOON L HU iJ aKN . (June 22 to onridlv events activities. 

activities recreation. Entertain 20) Get your family to go .on an 
dose friends at your residence. interesting trip that has an mipor- 

. ' . . _ tanl purpose. Show more romantic 

^ 2 2 to August 23) forw -gf and you develop attach- 

Anrange your funds so you can mcat 
enjoy many soda! pleasures. Be _ 

very direct and straightforward Today's cMM : If your dnw were 
with your attachment now. bom today he or she is one of those 

y™*°: (fop* 22 “ Sqrembg 

3L*"I *Bc m«t aooal utUaaolJ ^ t^paUc arena 
e njoy ment now. ^ gain the cooperation of all 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Take as many jaunts as possi- 
ble with interesting friends. Do “The stars impel, they do oat 
so m et hin g especially g lam oro u s to compel. ” What yoa make of your 

surprise and please your attach- life is hugely op to you. 


Becker looks for number one spot 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Boris Becker’s hunt for the num- 
ber one ranking resumes at the 
$500,000 Belgian indoor cham- 
pionships next week, though die 
competition mil be softer than 
expected. 

Becker, well rested after sitting 
out West Germany’s Davis Cup 
win over die Netherlands last 
week, was slated to get tough 
opposition from Sweden’s Stefan 
Edbeig and U.S. veteran Jimmy 
Connors in the struggling associa- 
tion of tennis professionals event. 

But Edberg pulled a stomach 
muscle in the Australian Open 
final against top-ranked Ivan 
Lendl and Connors injured his 
wrist in a first-round loss in 
Milan’s ATP event earlier this 
week. 

“In any case, there will be 
several players worth watching,” 
said organiser Adrian Vanden 
Eede. 

Becker announced he would 
play doubles Monday with fellow 
West German Eric Jelen and start 


singles Tnesday, instead of 
Wednesday as is usual. 

Olympic champion Miloslav 


He said, “ATP is giving us the i 
support it can because otherwise • 
it face a credibility gap” after 1 


Merir, Austrian Horst Skoff and' Becker's no-show in Adelaide 


Swiss Jacob Hlasek should some- 
what ease the loss of the injured 
stars at Brussels. 

To keep up the credibility of its 
fledgling tour, the ATP is looking 
hara for replacements to lure fans 
to the 6, 000-capacity Forest 
National HaO. 

But late Friday afternoon, offi- 
cials still had no firm list of 
players. Emilio Sanchez of Spain, 
West German Karl-Uwe Steeb 
and Andre Agassi of the United 
States were possible last-minute. 

Late in the 1988 season, six of 
the eight seeds withdrew with 
■ injury, and the championship 
hardly caused a stir. The event 
has been moved to the begriming 
of the season, in hopes players 
would be fitter. 

Vandenn Eede said the ATP, 
in its maiden year organising die 
tour, was domg its utmost to 
help. 


and Yannick Noah’s first-round 
loss in Mfianaftersaying he only 
went there for the appearance 
fee. 

The ATP rule book stipulates a 
championship event like Brussels 
needs to have three of the world 
top 10 players. 

Becker, currently number two 
in tiie world, will be pretty lonely - 
if no top-draw replacements are 
found. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


PLAZA FLOWERS 

WE ARE OPENING DOORS AROUND THE WORLD 

INTERFLORA 

YOU CAN SEND FLOWERS ALL OVER THE WORLD 
&MGW VAUEmTINES 

PLAZA FLOWERS 

The Housing Bank Center, TeL 682100 


Furnished Offices for Rent 

Approximately 90 sq. metres (four rooms, reception, 
kitchen and bathroom facilities). 

In Swefia commercial area. 

Fully furnished with office equipment and communica- 
tion facilities. / 

Available in 3-4 weeks of contract signature. 

For Information call 824534 


wmimtims 

Love is precious and rare so is 
the Birth Gem of our Loved ones 
LOW PRICES 20 % OFF 

‘WorCa Resources 

Amra Hotel 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
IN COMPUTER SALES 


NCR CORPORATION is one of the world s 
top Computer Companies, it employs some 
60.000 people m more than 120 countnes 
throughout the world. In 1989 revenues were 
US$ 6 billion. 

Throughout the Middle East Area, NCR has 
offices in 17 countries, many of which have 
been there for 25 years or more. 

A career opportunity currently exists in one 
of the countries for a position in sales. 
Candidates should have a University degree, 
preferably in either business administration or 
computer science. In addrtion, the ideal 
candidate should have a minimum of 3 years 
successful sales experience in the computer 
field, a good command of English and a 
willingness to relocate. 

If you would like to be considered for this 
opportunity, please send your CV and 
passport size photograph to: 

General Manager 
NCR CORPORATION 
P. O. BOX 9569. 

Amman-Jordan 

A competitive salary and benefits will be 
provided for the successful candidate. 


TeL $77420 Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Teh 634144^B Cinema 


Tel: 675571^B Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 


MYSTIC 


1777? 


Pe rf cw nm om: 330, fcOO, 8-J0. 10t» 


LI* ’'S’ 


Michel Kiton 
star of Batman in 
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Ligachev: Ruling party to play 


leading role in Soviet society 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Yegor Ligachev, the 
leading voice among Soviet Communist Party hard- 
liners, says die party will continue to play the 
leading role in Soviet society. 


Ligachev, speaking in a televi- 
sion interview with the U.S. net- 
work ABC in Moscow said: “Our 
party does not give up its leading 
role in society, it does not give up 
its role as the ruling party.” 
However, ligachev, who has 
been accused of resisting Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev's re- 
forms, denied he was a conserva- 
tive. 

“You shouldn’t interpret 
Ligachev as an all-powerful man, 
no one man is capable of stopping 
development in our society,” be 
said. “I know that Ligachev has 
been called a conservative. I must 
say I am not a radical, I am not a 
conservative. I am a realist.” 
ABC said ligachev, the Soviet 
agriculture commission chief, 
sees himself as a protector of 
traditional communism who fears 
the pace of reform could destroy 
his country. 

In the latest move toward re- 
forming Soviet politics, the party 


Wednesday agreed at a three-day 
plenary session of the policy- 
making Central Committee to 
surrender its 70-year-old power 
monopoly. 

“I am concerned about leaps 
and' zig-zags,” Ligachev said. He 
added, ‘If I didn’t enjoy die 
confidence of the party, I would 
quit.” 

Gorbachev said Friday be in- 
tended to press for more reforms 
once he has implemented the 
Emits on Communist Party power 
be pushed through this week. 


The platform approved by die 
Central Committee opened the 
possibility of alternative political 
parties. But officials have re- 
vealed Ktde about its changes in 
Communist economic policy, 
which will be critical for salvaging 
the Soviet Union’s shaky eco- 
nomy. Gorbachev has said econo- 
mic difficulties could damage his 
political reform programme. 

A fop Gorbachev aide, shed- 
ding light on die platform, said 
Friday it accepted the private 
ownership of factories. 


econ om y,” according to TASS. 
He became a Gorbachev aide last, 
month. 

He the economic section 
of the platform is based on “many 
forms inrimting cooperative and 
individual property." 

In Marxist terminology, 
“means of production” are fac- 
tories and equipment. 

Current Soviet economic policy 
demands state-owned en te rpri se s 
produce a reasonable “profit” 
mat indudes funds reinvested in 
the firm. 


Gorbachev said he had 
achieved everything he set out to 
do at a three-day meeting of the 
Central Committee. 

“Once we have solidified this 
phase, we will move on,” Gor- 
bachev told reporters before 
beading into a meeting Friday 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, who was in Mos- 
cow for talks on arms redaction 


That policy would reject Marx- 
ist doctrine in place since the 
Soviet Union’s creation following 
the Bolshevik Revolution. 

Gorbachev aide Nikolai Petra- 
kov also said in the interview with 
the Soviet News Agency TASS 
that he personally favours de- 
nationalisation of stale businesses 
and the possibility of foreign 
firms buying stock in Soviet en- 


Petrakov is an economist “who 
was subjected to sharp criticism 
in 1971 for de fe n din g market 
methods of directing the Soviet 


Fetrakov said that “in between 
state and pri v at e p ro p erty, there 
is a whole spectrum of intermedi- 
ate forms, including cooperative 
and stock ownership, which 
should be given the green light.” 

“The recenfiey expres se d fear 

tha t the partial 

of the economy of fire USSR will 
bring the selling of the country to 
new capitalists is simply absurd,” 
he said. 

Petrakov akn said that in his 
opinion, stockholders coaid be 
individuals, Soviet businesses and 
banks, and even, in file future, 
foreign firms. 


Reagan to testify in Poindexter trial 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer President Ronald Reagan 
will give a videotaped deposition 
for toe trial of a foreign policy 
adviser in what wfll be Reagan’s 
first in-depth questioning on the 
Iran-contra amir since he left 
office. 

Reagan Friday consented to a 
videotaped deposition in which 
lawyers for his former aide, John 
Poindexter, wOJ ask him 154 
questions, plus follow-up ques- 
tions. 

The former national security 
adviser is charged with conspira- 
cy, two counts of obstructing 
Congress and two counts of mak- 
ing false statements for his role in 
the biggest scandal of Reagan's 


eight years as president. 

The Iran-contraaffair involved 


the clandestine sale of U.S. arms 
to Iran and then file use of profits 
from those deals to aim the 
Nicaraguan rebels, known as con- 
tras, fi ghting to topple the Man- 
agua government. 

The subject areas during file 
questioning will include Reagan’s 
knowledge of his former aide 
Oliver North’s activities on behalf 
of the contras and whether 
Reagan authorised written re- 
sponses to Congress relating to 
the Nicaraguan rebels. The 
charges Poindexter is feeing are 
in connection with those re- 
sponses to Congress. 

Details on the timing and other 
arrangements for the videotaped 
testimony will be worked out 
Monday in a hearing before U.S. 
District Court Judge Harold 


Japanese undecided as 
election enters last lap 


TOKYO (R) — Embattled Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifo slammed 
the opposition Socialists’ “irres- 
ponsible” tax policies Saturday as 
polls showed almost one 
Japanese voter in three still has 
not decided bow to vote on Feb. 
18. 

With the general election cam- 
paign entering its final week. 
Kaifii went on the offensive dur- 
ing a stumping tour of western 
Japan in hopes of convincing the 
“undecided” to back his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

For file first time since the 
LDPs formation in the 1950s, the 
party feces the possibility that it 
will lose its majority in the power- 
ful lower house, a rqplay of the 
upper house defeat it suffered last 
July. 

Kaifu directed his heaviest fire 
at the Japan Socialist Party (JSP), 
the largest opposition group, and 
its plan to reintroduce indirect 
taxes abolished last year. 

“Even the other opposition 
parties are against this plan,” he 
told voters in a town near Osaka. 
“Is it possible that you are going 
to hand over a heavy responsibil- 


ity (to . a party) that is irres- 
ponsible?” 


ponsible?” 

JSP leader Takako Doi’s recent 
proposal to abolish an unpopular 
three per cent sales tax and rein- 
state the commodity tax has be- 
come a major election issue 


which is further dividing an 
already fragmented opposition. 

The Democratic Socialist Par- 
ty, one of the JSFs potential' 
coalition partners if fee LDP 
loses its majority, has publicly 
questioned Dofs tax plan. 

The Socialists are not fielding 
enough candidates to stand a 
chance of winning outright vic- 
tory, but have said "they would 
seek to rule with other non- 
Communist parties. Wife just one 
week to go, all the signs were that 
the election would be very dose. 

The Sankei Shimbun newspap- 
er released a survey Saturday that 
shows 31.3 per cent of 3,000 
voters it polled across Japan 
would vote for the LDP. 

But a combined 33.6 per cent 
said they would bad: one of the 
opposition parties, wife 21.9 per 
cent throwing their support to 
JSP candidates. 

However the poll showed that 
almost 30 per cent were still 
undecided on how they will vote 
— a factor that could swing file 
election either way. 

Another survey Friday also 
pointed to voter uncertainty. A 
leading economic daily, the 
Nihon Keizai Shimbun, reported 
that 32.4 per cent of some 6,300 
voters nationwide said in tele- 
phone interviews they had yet to 
decide which party or candidate 
to support. 




Galileo swings past Venus 


PASADENA, California (AP) — The Galileo spaceship swooped 
past Venus early Saturday, and the dond-shrouded planet acted 
as a gravity slingshot to help hurl the craft toward its 199S 
rendezvous wife Jupiter. Engineers at the U.S. space agency’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory received a radio signal confirming that fee 
2.8-ton spacecraft made its closest approach to Venus at' 0559 
GMT, cruising 16,138 kflometres above die planet’s hellishly hot 
surface. “We have just flown through our dosest approach point 
to Venus,” said Bill O'Neil, science and mission design manager. 
“The greatest challenge of getting Galileo to Jupiter has Men 
met.” 


26 dead as bus hits truck in India 


NEW DELHI (R) — At least 26 people were killed and nine 
Injured when a bus collided wife a truck in north India, Indian 
news agencies said Saturday. The bus was carrying guests from a 
wedding when it collided wife the truck at lamana village in 
Rajasthan state Friday night. 


Oil slick moves away from U.S. beach 


NEWPORT BEACH, California (R) — Shifting winds drove 
globules of oil ashore on 16 kilometres of fashionable California 
beaches Saturday, but experts said fee main sLrk from a tanker 
spill appeared to be drifting away from shore. Residents of the 
millionaire playgrounds of Newport Beach and Huntington Beach 
played tennis and paraded in file sunshine while 400 workers 
wiped away fee ofl wife absorbent swabs. Asked why she was not 
worried by the Mack oil washing up on her beach, a resident said: 
“I’ve seen more suntan od on the beach on a hot summer’s day 
than what I see now.” Over 300,000 gallons of ofl leaked into the 
sea from the stricken tanker American Trader, leased by British 
Petroleum USA, which sprang a leak Wednesday. It was 
probably holed by its own anchor, the Coast Guard said. 


Greene, who Will preside at die 
Poindexter trial, scheduled to 
start Feb. 20. 

Reagan proposed to answer the 
questions on Feb. 16 in Los 
Angeles. 


Reagan said in a court filing 
that be recognises the courts have 
a responsibility to protect 
Poindexter's rights. But his 
lawyers also said Reagan retains 
the right to invoke executive pri- 
vilege to specific questions during 
the deposition. 

Indicating they expect repre- 
sentatives of President George 
Bush’s administration to be per- 
mitted to attend the deposition, 
Reagan’s lawyers said they will 
“defer to the incumbent presi- 
dent" regarding issues of execu- 


tive privilege on national security 
or foreign affairs. 

Greene will attend the deposi- 
tion to rule on disputes. Claiming 
executive privilege to specific 
questions could result in halting 
fee deposition in mid-stream and 
taking the matter through court 
appeals. Or, more likely, fee 
deposition would continue while 
the specific questions at issue 
remain unanswered, pending 
appeals. 

The “videotape deposition for- 
mat will provide an ap pro pri ate 
meebamsm... to protect sensitive, 
classified national- security in- 
formation and confidential defi- 
bc ratio ns,” Reagan’s lawyers 
said. 

The edited videotape would be 
shown at Poindexter's trial. 


WHO to launch bid to halt 
AIDS spread in E. Europe 


GENEVA (AP) — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) is 
planning a campaign to halt the 
spread of AIDS in Eastern' 
Europe, where authorities have 
been reluctant to regard it as a 
health problem, officials have 
said. 

Dr. Jonathan Mann, head of 
the U.N. Agency’s AIDS prog- 
ramme, said the region made op 
the “new frontiers of the global 
epidemic” that has datmed hun- 
dreds of thousands of victims, 
mostly in the Americas, Africa 
and West Europe. 

He said Romania was thought 
to be the wrost hit country in the 
area because of the. many chil- 
dren infected by contaminated 
blood and needles. 

But be said WHO also was 
concerned about signs that Polish 
drug users have beoome infected 
with the human immunodeficien- 
cy virus, HIV, that leads to ac- 
quired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS). 

Mann said a WHO survey at 
fee mid of 1989 showed 40 per 
cent of registered drug users in 
Bangkok carried the virus, com- 
pared wife only 1 per cent at the 
end of 1987. 

Dr. David Heymann, a WHO 
specialist who returned late 
Thursday from a visit to 
Bucharest, said about one third 
of 1,500 Romanian children 
screened for the disease in 
orphanages and hospitals were 
infected. 

By the start of February, he 


said Romanian authorities had 
rep o rte d 74 full-blown cases, 50 
6f them children. He added the 
figures w e re likely to increase 
once screening was introduced cm 
a wider scale. 

Mann told journalists that 
another WHO team would travel 
to Romania next week to initiate 
a more detailed programme. 

He s&id priorities included im- 
proved medical care and sterilisa- 
tion of needles; counselling for 
victims and their families; more 
trai n i ng for heal t h staff and a 
national survey to determine the 
true extent of AIDS. 

He said WHO already sent 
100,000 screening kits to Roma- 
nia as initial assistance to author- 
ities. 

Mann also pointed out the 
need for a nationwide education 
pro gramm e to publicise the risks 
of AIDS, long concealed by the 
government of former .dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 

“Romania shows the dangers 
of the silence on AIDS,” Mann 
said. 

A private organisation. Doc- 
tors of the World, earlier fins 
week said Romania was gripped 
by the first known epidemic of 
childhood AIDS, caused by con- 
stant re-use of needles and con- 
taminated Mood transfusions. 

Mann said that by fee end of 
1989, smite 300 AIDS cases had 
been reported in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. Albania 
was the rally country m the region 
with no registered cases. 


U.S. , 3 Andean nations 
complete drug s ummi t pact 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States has completed as 
agreement with three South 
American countries that commits 
the United States to broad assist- 
ance in counteracting their eco- 
nomic reliance on dregs, an offii- 
dal has said. 

In addition to file $423-miHkm 
anti-drug package President 
George Bush is proposing for 
Peru, Bolivia and Colombia, the 
United States win pledge to help 
trade illegal export of U.S.-pro- 
duced firearms used by drug deal- 
ers and to crack down on drug- 
related chemical ex p ort s , officials 


for South American affairs, 
Friday. 

He described it as: “a very 
comprehensive document of 
cooperation on the drug issue,” 
significant for its recognition of 
rights and responsibilities of pro- 
ducer and consumer countries 
"without finger-pointing.” 

The U.S. portion of the docu- 
ment conforms to Bush’s national 
drug strategy, he said. The agree- 
ment covers interdiction, nnhtary 
cooperation, economic alterna- 
tives to the drug trade, and 
efforts to get other countries’ aid 
in the anti-drug effort. 


The four-nation agreement “There’s promise of asking for 


Western nations to provide eco- 
nomic aid to fee three Andean 
nations, said a South American 
diplomat familiar with the docu- 
ment. 

The. statement has been pre- 
pared for signature by the presi- 
dents of the four countries when 
they meet at the Feb. 15 drag 
summi t in Cartagena, Colombia. 

“We’ve got agreement,” on the 
final wording, mod Michael Skol, 


gress, but no dollar amounts in 
fee document, he said. 

For the second year of his 
national anti-drug strategy, Bush 
last month proposed $423 million 
for fiscal year 1991 in overall 
drug-related spending for the 
Andean countries, including 
nribtary, law enforcement and 
economic assistance. Some $206 
million of that sum r epre s ents a 
rise in spending, as part of die 
five-year $22 bfthou plan. 


Moscow to send MiG-29s to Cuba 


MOSCOW (R) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze con- 
firmed Saturday that the Soviet 
Union was shipping MiG-29 
fighters to Cuba but denied that 
Havana posed a threat to fee 
United States orany other coun- 
try in the region. 

“We are sup p lyin g these air- 
craft to Cuba. Of course the U.S. 
does not welcome it, bat we have 
a leg i timate right to do so,” She- 
vardnadze tola a news conference 
devoted to Friday’s talks wife 
visiting U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

“Cuba poses no threat or dan- 
ger to the United States or any 
other country in feat region, and 
that indudes the MiG-295,” he 
said. 

Shevardnadze said the solution 


to the problem of fee MiGs and 
of other contentious issues would 
come through an overall im- 
provement in relations between 
Washington and Havana. 

“We should promote confi- 
dence building in that region and 
promote normalisation of rela- 
tions between the United States 
and Cuba,” he added. “Hris is* 
fee main line of approach.” 

Shevardnadze dkfnot say how 
many air cr aft the Soviet Union 
had supplied to Cuba. Published 
reports in the United States, cit- 
ing U.S. intelligence sources, 
have said Moscow might be send- 
ing up to 36 aircraft. 

Shevardnadze said fee Soviet 
Union had supplied NfiG-23s to 
Cuba in fee past but these were 
obsolete and had to be replaced. 


“It is only natural for a 
sovereign state to want to get 
new, more sophisticated mate- 
rial,” he added. 

A joint U.S.-Soviet statement, 
released later Saturday, sup- 
ported a call by Central Amer- 
ican presidents for an end to all 
military assistance for “irregular 
forces” within the region by out- 
ride states. 

The two sides also undertook 

to respect toe results of “free and 

fair ejections” in Nicaragua. 

The statement said the United 
States and fee Soviet Union stres- 
sed their backing for a negotiated 
settl ement to fee conflict in El 
Salvador and pledged support for 
United Nations efforts to secure a 
ceasefire and renewed negotia- 
tions. 



U.K. Boy 5 
admit girls 


Scouts to 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s-Boy 
Scout s have said they have .der 
dded to break fear 83-year frac- 
tion and afenit girfs, who same^ 
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S. Koreans protest against new party 


SEOUL (AP) — Hundreds of 
students shouting anti-govern- 
ment and anti-U.S. slogans 
fought riot police Saturday with 
firebombs and rocks to protest 
file creation of a new governing 
party. 


Shouting “crash the conserva- 
tive dictatorship,” about 700 stu- 
dents rushed out of Seoul’s 
Joqang Uni v er sit y and pelted riot 
police wife hundreds of fire- 
bombs and rocks. 

About 600 riot police stopped 
fee students at the school’s main 
gate, firing barrages of tear gas. 
No police figures on injuries and 
arrests were available. 

The fighting erupted after ab- 
out 1,000 riot ponce sealed off 
Korea University in eastern Seoul 


to Mock an anti-government rally 
involving radical students from 
major schools in the capital. 

Before dariring with police, the 
students, who had gathered at fee 
school by evading police checks 
rathe streets, burned a symbol of 
the new governing Democratic 
liberal Party. 

Radical students and dissidents 
have stepped up violent protests 
against the party, formed by a 
merger of President Rofa Tae- 
Woo’s g o ve r nin g party and two 
conservative opposition groups 
led by Khn Yotmg-Sam and Kim 
Jong-KL 

In leaflets scattered Saturday, 
the st ude nt s Haimari the merger 
was instigated by the United 
States to establish a pro-U.S. 
government in South Kroea. 


They also demanded the immedi- 
ate withdrawal of U.S. troops 
based in South Korea under a 
ntntnal defense pact and shouted 
anti-U-S. slogans. 


The new party will bold at least 
210 of the 299 seats in the Nation- 
al Assembly, enough to change 
the nation's constitution at will. 
Before the merger, the single- 
house assembly had been control- 
led by the three opposition par- 
ties, led by Kim Dae-Jnng’s Party 
for Peace and Democracy, which 
now is the only remaining opposi- 
tion group. 

Chi Friday, delegates from the 
three parties formally endorsed 
their merger and ratified the new 
party’s platform, constitution and 
basic policies. 



No U.S. troop cuts planned in 
Pacific before talks with allies 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States will have dose con- 
sultations with its Asian and Paci- 
fic alKat before making any final 

decision on reducing troops in the 
region, a senior U.S. defence 
nmml has said. 

“At tins point there is a lot of . 
specnlafioD...miidi of it wrong,” 
the official said “We frankly 
haven’t made a decision on what 
sort of personnel strength levels 
we would maintain in Japan, 
South Korea and the Philippines. 

“That will not be done until we 
get input from friends and allies 
on what force . structure and 
strategy in fee region should be,” 
be told reporters. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, 'spoke a day before 


Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
begins a two-week trip to Hawaii, 
Sooth Korea, Hong Kong, fee 
Philippines and Japan. 

Cheney is going abroad as a 
cost-conscious Congress puts 
p re s su re on the Defence Depart- 
ment to cut forces around the 
wodd, including some of the 
45,000 troops in South Korea, 
and to solicit more financial sup- 
port from Japan for 50,000 U.S. 
troops based there. 

But Cheney “will not be mak- 
ing announcements an any troop 
reductions mi tins trip,” the offi- 
cial said. . . 

Cheney win arrive in Hawaii 
Saturday for a rest stop that will 
include visits to U.S. militar y 
facilities, before flying on to 


Korea Wednesday. He wfil hold 
talks with senior officials in Seoul 
during the -three-day stop. He 
then travels to Hong Kong on 
Feb. 17, fee Philippines from 
Feb. 18-20 and Japan on Feb. 
20-24. 

The defence official said 
Cheney woidd dfecusstite import- 
ance of fee U.S. bases in the 
Pfaffij^ines but would not be- 
come involved in negotiations on 
the' future of those bases, now 
due to begin next month. 

Washington has sent mixed sig- 
nals on Clark Air Base and Subic 
Bay Naval Base, bntJbas admitted 
that the cost of moving the pant- 
bases would be high if an agree- 
ment cannot be reached to keep 
them in the Philippines - 
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ACROSS 
1 Can. time zone 
letters 

4 Leathernecks' 

Of ft. 

5 Use a rtnk 
13 Near grade 
10 Smear 

10 Portico 

19 Big cat 

20 Following 

21 Flubbed 

23 Reviewer's Work: 
abbr. 

24 Pico de — 
(Pyrenees! 

25 Busy place 

26 Zoroastrian 
28 Periods 

30 Upright 

31 Old Or. city 

32 Big Apple 
classic 

36 Home lor Porky 


37 Got My Eyes 
on You” 

38 Edith of song 

39 Tennis great 

40 Made eyes at 
42 "Thera la — to 

the loftiest-'' 
(Carlyle) 

44 Gr. letter 

45 One who 
encourages 

48 Harper role 
SO Berra 
54 Braz. stale 
96 -Sweetheart 

oi - cur 

60 TV* Shroyer 

61 “Blame — the 
Boasa Nova" 

62 Bristle 

64 Dead Sea 
kingdom 

65 Spilt 


66“ Younger — 
Springtime" 

67 Small change 

68 PA range 
70 Beginning 

72 Compassion 

73 Uke homes 
75 Castle feature 
78 Lexicographer 

Henry 

78 Over again 

79 “Fatha" Hines 

80 Williams and 
Warhol 

82 Rental sign 

83 Mex. money 
64 — and take 

notice 

86 Bar order 
86 Author's works; 

abbr. 

90 Mock 
S3 Dug for are 


94 Resorts 

96 Swiss painter 

97 Edible tuber 

98 D.C. group 
101 Merman 

specialty 

108 Verve 

109 Provo's state 

110 Revise texts 

111 ObOterata 
'112 Comte Jay 
113 Slta of Durban 
115 OED word 

117 Go — a limb 

118 Stream 

119 A Barton 


120 Gambling town 

121 Bufg. coins 

122 Cobb and Hardin 


123 Monument 
aha Its 

124 Break 

125 Lawmaker abbr. 


DOWN 

1 Dexterous 

2 Vaughan and 
Milas 

3 Gunner's place 

4 LA school letters 

5 Scattered 

6 Shearer of ■'The 
Red Shoes" 

7 Large-leaved 
tree 

8 RR stop 

9 Grammy winner 
tor Roger Miller 

10 “The — Reason" 

11 — Range, WY 

12 West away 

13 tn bants she 

14 Warship 

15 Underhand one 


17 Porgy's love 
song 

20Failirtg In love a 
la Berlin 
22 Agnus — 

27 Roman official 
29 Omit 

33 Legendary Cub 


I Legendary < 
Infletder 


34 Ft. river 
36 Thai temple ■ 
41 Rasp 

43 integrity 

44 Eden" 

45 Desert robe 

48 Pilchard 

47 Sunnite rivals 

49 Put on 

Si Moor of Venice 


52 Bearded 

53 “Holiday — " 

56 hems from 
abroad 

57 EMshlt 

58 Fellow 

59 Large snake 
63 Levy 

89 Negative prefix 

72 Flummery 
74 "Sail 
77 Jusi claims: 
abbr. 

61 Bandage type 
85 Equestrian game 
87 Meiemally 
related 
89 Comp. pL 


91 Wile in law 

92 Tributaries 

93 Quarterback Joe 

94 Alone 

95 Grand and spinet 

99 Dtnnerware 

100 Recess 

101 Pottery 

102 &cton 

103 low by an 
kllot..." 

104 Mongolian 

105 Temptress 

106 Nlghl sight? 

107 Chin, capital 
once 

114 — Cruces 
116 Spinner 



Diagramlsss i**n. By cm* sdniu ’ 


ACROSS 
1 Grouchy person 
5 Signal 

8 Sao — . 

Brazil 

9 Angry 

13 “A more 
perfect — ~ 

14 ■'The best 


things — are 
free 


15 “A tool and — 
Bra soon parted" 
18 Controlled 
person 


20 Deprive oi 
courage 

21 Onetime US org. 

24 — Lanka 

25 Drew near 
29 Eccentric 

32 Elliptical 

33 Imposing door 

34 Bum 

37 Insect 

38 Hurray! 

39 Rivers: Sp. 

42 Gained the favor 
ot 


43 Excellent 
performance 

47 “A rose — 
rose...” 

48 Depots: abbr. 
48 Obese 

50 Colton bundle 


53 Long times 
55 Cowhands at 


55 Covriiands 
times 

57 Verbal 

58 Alternate 
61 Racetrack 

numbers 


62 Forbid 

63 Denson ol 
-Cheers'’ 

64 Singer LaBeUe 
66 Fish 

71 Gorbachev 
policy 
74. IL city 

77 Is an Island" 
76 Eddies 

79 As — (generally} 

80 — our (barely 
make a living) • 

61 School period 


oinzsv. 

g Last Week's Cryptograms 

I* dwTs recipe switch created a masterpiece of mystery nhrn Bf 

roasted lire toast and toasted (be roast. . j 

2. On roadways, the shortest possible distance between points is nanftfe ^ 
under construction. 

3. Very unusual willow whistle still had to use standard navy tonwnLl' 

4. Quiz show contestant scores win With correct answer to question aifj 

. 

CRYPTOGRAMS • ■ 


«. Tl OF ARM UK YTSK TV OK SFARM A.D.K&, 


CREDITS IF CFP INK UTRRD OK WAY AC 
ADTYL CREDITS VFW SNEWLTYl 


IN T * l D OK HAP. -RyL»Sb^ 

2. X I. LONIR O FABFIA CXHC RPCBBE P K O'tfXT 
AIKGXBG VBA KR LB IS* G BZ ZCB’R V O E E XG^ 

° ° —By Cordon M0*eT ; 

3. VMKT KLASBTLAP COWI P A R R T> B T Wf 3'^ 

RTYBGTNOY B F. O B ET CGTOPT R L, P O I M Y 4^ 
EMN CLCMBTCI. “EM B BET SLO^ 
B L O W!“ 

—By Low H. Jeiwjg, 

4. TOM WATCH KUK FLEE EUSEM ;WHTM-p|| 
TFTM PCI A KLORM PEST ATCISHW. ; 'JsS=£ 


DOWN 

1 Church law 

2 Destroy 

3 Uly plant 

4 Osseous 
5102 

6 Large vase 

7 Lampreys 

8 Big eat 

10 In good shape 

11 Alien ship? 

12 Wreath 

15 Ouiet! 

16 About 


17 Metal worker 
19 Maks right 
22 Drunkard 


36 Advancing 
40 Affronts 


23 Begins 
25 Make tearful 


41 Flies high 
44 Declaim 


64 Sacred song 

65 Ms Bancroft 


26 Eggs 

27 GoJfc/uO 

28 TX city 

29 Soft drinks 

30 Muse oi history 

31 Moumlul cry 
33 Pea holder 
35 Error 


vehemently 

45 Bakery item 

46 Army man: ebbr. 

51 Chap 

52 Railways 
54 — Domingo 
56 Before; prei. 

56 Sets of tools 
60 Departure 


67 Night wear lor 
short 

66 Clanxx 
69 — Baba 
7D Wear out 

71 Insect 

72 Traditional 
knowledge 

73 Russ, river 

75 Wapiti 

76 Mao — lung 
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